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Request for Council Action
TO:

Mayor and City Council

THROUGH:
FROM:
MEETING DATE:
SUBJECT:

Tim Murray, City Administrator
Mark DuChene, City Engineer
April 23, 2019
Authorize Request for Release of Trunk Highway
Right-of-Way Easement from Minnesota
Department of Transportation at 1410 Hwy. 60 W

Background:
On or about September 1988, the City of Faribault, the developer of
Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC), the owner of the billboard site along the
east side of TH 21 (Lyndale Avenue), and MnDOT entered into a
memorandum of understanding (MOU) for the redevelopment of the
northeast corner of the intersection of TH’s 21 & 60 for the construction of
a KFC. The MOU contained the agreement that, in exchange for the City
constructing Hulett Avenue to TH 60 (as it exists today) and vacating the
extension of George L Street west of present day Hulett Avenue, MnDOT
would turn-back a portion of old frontage road right-of-way that connected
George L Street to TH 60 to the City and the City would then vacate said
right-of-way to the Developer.
The current owner of the KFC is trying to sell the property and when
they tried to get clean title to the property, it was discovered that there are
issues with the title to the real estate, including that the frontage road
right-of-way described above was never turned-back by MnDOT to the City
and therefore never vacated by the City to the property owner. The
property owner is in the process of completing a quiet title action on the
subject parcel to gain clean title of which the City will likely be named a
defendant and asked to sign off on.
In order to help facilitate the resolution to the title issues of the KFC
property, Staff is requesting City Council authorization to request MnDOT
turn-back the portion of right-of-way in question to the City so that in turn
the City and landowner can move forward with the vacation process
(through the vacation process the City will retain easement rights over
existing public utilities). This is the easiest and preferred process from
MnDOT to complete the turn-back process.

This process is similar to one completed by the City in 2003 for the
development of the current Auto Zone property at 905 4th Street NW.

Recommendation:
Authorize Request for Release of Trunk Highway Right-of-Way Easement
from Minnesota Department of Transportation at 1410 Hwy. 60 W
Attachments:
• Location Map
• Copy of 1988 MOU

Trunk Highway Right-of-Way
to be vacated/released

