CITY OF FARIBAULT
ORDINANCE 2009 - 21

AMENDING CHAPTER 16 OF THE FARIBAULT CITY CODE, SECTION 16-3,
REGARDING PUBLIC NUISANCES AND ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 31 TO
THE FARIBAULT CITY CODE REGARDING TALL GRASS ANDWEED
REGULATION

THE CITY OF FARIBAULT, RICE COUNTY, MINNESOTA, ORDAINS that
the City Code of Ordinances shall be amended by the addition of the underlined language
as follows:

SECTION 1, Section 16-3 of the Faribault City Code regarding public nuisances
affecting health is amended as follows:

The following are hereby declared to be nuisances affecting health where an
unreasonable, unwarrantable or unlawful use by a person of his or her personal property
or where a person’s personal conduct causes another individual or the general public to
be consequently damaged:

(1)  Exposed accumulation of decayed or unwholesome food or vegetable
matter,

(2)  All diseased animals running at large.

(3)  All ponds or pools of stagnant water having noxious odors or determined
to harbor disease or pose a danger of infection.

(4)  Carcasses of animals not buried or destroyed within twenty-four (24)
hours after death.

(5)  Accumulations of manure, refuse or other debris,
(6)  Privy vaults and garbage cans which are not rodent-free or flytight or
which are so maintained as to constitute a health hazard or to emit foul and

disagreeable odors,

(7)  The pollution of any public well or cistern, stream or lake, canal or body
of water by sewage, industrial waste, or other substances.

(8)  All noxious weeds and other rank growths of vegetation upon public or
private propetty, except as otherwise permitted by chapter 31 of the city code.

© Dense smoke, noxious fumes, gas and soot, or cinders, in unreasonable
quantities.
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(10)  Any offensive trade or business as defined by the zoning ordinance.

SECTION 2. A new Chapter 31 is hereby added to the Faribault City Code regarding tall
grass and weed regulation and natural landscaping, which shall read as follows:

Chapter 31 TALL GRASS AND WEED REGULATION

Sec. 31-1, Legislative Intent.

It is declared to be the purpose and intent of this chapter to protect and preserve
the city’s neighborhoods and the public health, safety and welfare of those who live there,
The city council determines that keeping the city free of tall grass and noxious weeds
improves the quality of life of all residents by improving aesthetics, by eliminating harbor
for rodents and insects, and by eliminating fire hazards, At the same time, the city council
recognizes that requiring the mowing of grasses and noxious weeds is sometimes
unreasonable or impractical under certain circumstances,

The city council also determines that a variety of properly maintained landscaping
treatments adds diversity and richness to the quality of life, and does not want to
discourage the preservation, restoration and maintenance of diverse biologically stable
natural plant communities or environmentally sound practices. The city council finds
that the establishment of prairie, naturalistic and meadow plant communities are
acceptable landscape treatments, However, as a protection for the larger community,
these types of landscaping treatments must be properly planned, managed and
maintained, and the length of transition period must be minimized or they are likely to
cause a public nuisance,

Sec, 31-2, Definitions.

For purposes of this chapter, the following words, terms and phrases shall have
the following meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section;

Buffer or buffer strin: A management area used to separate differing landscapes
and land uses in order to minimize the impact from adjacent land uses.

Landscaping: The encouragement of selected plants to grow on a site.

Meadow vegetation: Grasses and flowering broad-leaf plants that are native to, or
adapted to, the State of Minnesota, and that are commonly found in meadow and prairie
plant communities, with the exception of weeds.

Native grasses: Grasses that existed in the area prior to European settlement
(Beach Grass, Wood Chess Grass, Sand Reed Grass, Wheat Grass, Bluestem Grass,
Grama Grass, Brome Grass, Buffalo Grass, Switch Grass, Indian Grass, Wild Rye).

Native plants: Plants that existed in the area prior to European settlement,

346911v1 SJS FA105-63 2




Natural landscaping: The use of groups of native plants,

Naturalistic landscaping: The use of native and non-native plants,

Natural preserve: A natural undisturbed area designated by the city council
where the land and 'vegetation appears to not have been eraded, landscaped or otherwise
disturbed by human or mechanical means in recent time,

Noxious weeds: Plants designated by the Commissioner of Agriculture as
“noxious weeds” pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 18.77, subdivision 8,

Prairie; A plant community dominated by a diversity of native perennial
herbaceous plants and grasses.

Temporary Erosion Control Grasses: Grasses (winter wheat, oats, annual rye or
regreen) that are used as single growing season cover or nurse crops to assist in the
establishment of permanent vegetation,

Transitional period; The amount of time needed to change from one type of
landscaping to another. A transitional period must not extend beyond three growing
seasons for any specific area.

Weeds.: All noxious weeds and any undesirable or troublesome plant that is
horticulturally out of place, especially plants that grow profusely where they are not
wanted. For the purposes of this chapter, Taraxacum spp (common dandelion) is not
considered to be a weed.,

Wetlands: Lands that are transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems
where the water table is near the surface. The boundary of wetlands for purposes of this
chapter shall be determined according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland
Delineation Manual (1987),

Sec. 31-3. Nuisance declared.

It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance for any person having control over any
property in the city to permit or maintain on such property any:

(1) Noxious weeds; or

(2) Growth of grass or weeds in excess of 8 inches in height, if the growth of
orass or weeds occupies an area of at least 144 square feet and is located within
200 feet of a residence or developed property.
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