City Council Joint Committee

1. Call To Order
A. 1. Agenda
Documents:
1. 2020-01-21 JOINT AGENDA.PDF
2. Future Discussion
A. 2. Future Land Use Designation Of Faribualt Foods' Former Spray Fields
Documents:
2. FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION - FARIBAULT FOODS SPRAY
FIELDS.PDF
3. 3. Overview Of Draft Staged Growth Land Use Plan Related To The Comp Plan
Documents:
3. DRAFT STAGED GROWTH LAND USE PLAN.PDF
A. 3A. Attachment -- Journey To 2040
Documents:
3A. ATTACHMENT - JOURNEY TO 2040.PDF
B. 4. Additional Discussion Regarding The Creation Of An Environmental Commission
Documents:
4. ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION.PDF
4. Adjourn - (The Council May Meet As A Group For Dinner)
Please contact the City Administrator's Office if you need special accommodations while attending
this meeting

City Council Joint Committee
Tuesday, January 21, 2020 at 6:00 PM
City Hall – Public Meeting Room
AGENDA
1.

Call to Order

2.

Future Land Use Designation of Faribault Foods’ former
Spray Fields Property

3.

Overview of Draft Staged Growth Land Use Plan related
to the Comprehensive Plan Update

4.

Additional Discussion regarding the Creation of an
Environmental Commission

5.

Future Discussion

6.

Adjourn

(The Council may meet as a group for dinner)

Please contact the City Administrator’s Office if you need special accommodations while attending this meeting

Council Committee Memorandum
TO:

Joint Council Committee

THROUGH:

Tim Murray, City Administrator
Deanna Kuennen, Community & Economic
Development Director

FROM:

David Wanberg, City Planner

MEETING DATE:

January 21, 2020

SUBJECT:

Future Land Use Designation – Faribault Foods
Spray Fields

Discussion:
With the “new” Faribault Foods plant at 3401 Park Avenue NW now in
operation, Faribault Foods no longer needs its spray fields near the
intersection of State Highway 3 and 30th Street NW. Historically, the “old”
Faribault Foods plant would spray some of its vegetable processing water
on the spray fields during the summer months. Today, the new Faribault
Foods plant sends all of its discharged process water to the City’s
wastewater treatment plant. Consequently, Faribault Foods is interested
in selling their spray fields property (see Figure 1: Aerial Photograph
of the Spray Fields).
The current Comprehensive Plan guides part of the spray fields for
industrial use, part for low-density residential use, and part for open space
(see Figure 2: Current Land Use Plan). The western parcels of the
spray fields are zoned for industrial use and the eastern parcels of the spray
fields (which are in the floodplain) are zoned for open space/agriculture
(see Figure 3: Current Zoning).
The City is in the process of updating its Comprehensive Plan. Therefore,
the Council has an opportunity to either confirm or revise the guided land
use and zoning of the spray fields. To date, Faribault Foods has found that
many industries prefer sites closer to Interstate 35. As a result, Faribault
Foods is open to other potential uses of the spray fields, including the
development of housing on the site.
The City has a strong need for additional affordable housing. At the
November 19, 2019 meeting of the Joint Council Committee, the majority
of Committee members expressed general interest in exploring options for
the development of a new manufactured home community in Faribault.

City Staff recently identified the Faribault Foods spray fields as a potential
location for a new manufactured home community for several reasons:
1. The site is close to many of the City’s major industries, including
Faribault Foods. Industries strongly support the development of
additional affordable housing in Faribault as a means to attract
workforce to Faribault.
2. The site is near major roads, planned trails, and open space. The
roads in this area can support the traffic associated with a
manufactured home community. In the next two to three years, a
roundabout will be developed at the intersection of 30th Street NW
and State Highway 3.
3. The site may have 20 or more acres of developable land for a
manufactured home community. The topography of the site is
suitable for development. In addition, the site can easily be served
by City utilities.
4. State Highway 3 to the west of the site, the future 30th Street
extension and industry to the south (and to some extent to the
north), and open space to the east, lessen the possibility of
incompatible adjacent land uses.
5. City Economic Development Staff concurs with Faribault Foods that
most new industries looking to develop in Faribault would rather
locate adjacent to I-35, as opposed to the subject site east of State
Highway 3.
The City Engineer is working with MnDOT to fully understand MnDOT’s
expectations for access to the site from State Highway 3. Southern access
to the site would occur from the planned 30th Street NW extension. The
City is asking MnDOT to comment on the future of the intersection of Ames
Trail and State Highway 3 at the north end of the site.
Requested Action:
City Staff is requesting the following direction from the Joint Council
Committee:
1. Does the Joint Council Committee feel that it is appropriate to guide
the use of the Faribault Foods spray fields for a planned residential
development – specifically a manufactured home community?
2. Does the Joint Council Committee agree that the City should work
toward incorporating the eastern portion of the spray fields into
public open space, which would eventually include a public trail?
If the Joint Council Committee answers the above questions in the
affirmative, City Staff will refine the draft Land Use Plan as shown in Figure
4: Proposed Land Use Plan.
Attachments:
• Figures

Figure 1: Aerial Photograph of the Spray Fields

Figure 2: Current Land Use Plan

Figure 3: Current Zoning

Figure 4: Proposed Land Use Plan
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MEETING DATE:

January 21, 2020

SUBJECT:

Draft Staged Growth Land Use Plan

Background:
The City is nearing completion of its Comprehensive Plan update. City Staff
plans to have a complete draft of the Comprehensive Plan ready for a public
hearing at the Planning Commission in March with City Council review and
approval shortly after.
The Land Use Plan and a Staged Growth Plan are two critical components
of the Comprehensive Plan. In December, the City’s Comprehensive Plan
Steering Committee reviewed the attached draft plans and expressed their
support for the plans.
The draft Land Use Plan shows the City’s vision for land use within the
current city limits. The draft Staged Growth Plan identifies the City’s vision
for future land use of property that is outside the current city limits, but
which could be annexed into the city as the city grows. However, it is
important to note that the City does not have land use authority outside
the city limits. Consequently, the City, County, and Townships must work
together to ensure that current and future land uses in areas adjacent to
the city do not preclude future logical development over time if these areas
are incorporated into the city in the future.
City Staff and Rice County Staff recently met to review the City’s draft Land
Use Plan and draft Staged Growth Plan. County Staff did not object to the
draft Staged Growth Plan. However, all parties agreed that the City,
County, and Townships should meet to review the draft Staged Growth
Plan. City Staff, County Staff, and representatives from the Township are
tentatively scheduled to have an informal meeting during the second week
in February. Before we have that meeting, City Staff is requesting

comments from the Joint Council Committee related to the draft Land Use
Plan, but more specifically, the draft Staged Growth Plan.
Overview of the Draft Land Use Plan and How It Differs from the
City’s Current Land Use Plan:
The City’s 2003 Land Use Plan (the current adopted Plan - see attached) is
a traditional land use plan. It identifies areas within the city limits for
development of specific uses, such as low, medium, and high-density
residential uses; neighborhood, highway, and community commercial
uses; industrial uses; public/institutional uses; and parks. Although the
Land Use Plan is not the Zoning Map, the two documents are related.
Similar to the current Land Use Plan, the draft Land Use Plan that the City
is preparing as part of its Comprehensive Plan update (see attached)
identifies areas for development of various uses. However, in contrast to
the current Land Use Plan, the draft Land Use Plan provides greater
flexibility for future development based on market demands and
opportunities.
Highlights of the draft Land Use are as follows:
1. Rather than identifying specific parcels for existing or planned
neighborhood commercial uses as shown in the current Land Use
Plan, the draft Land Use Plan shows “Established Residential” and
“Planned Residential” areas. Within these established and planned
areas, the City may consider a proposal for future neighborhood
commercial use at appropriate locations (for example, at
intersections along collector or arterial streets). The draft Land Use
Plan does not show specific parcels for neighborhood commercial
uses, it simply identifies parameters for where they could go and
allows the market place to propose potential locations for Council
review and approval.
2. As opposed to the current Land Use Plan, the draft Land Use Plan
provides for a greater mix of uses within an area. For example, the
draft Land Use Plan allows a mix of commercial and industrial uses in
areas of the city, especially those areas adjacent to the interstate
highway. The draft Land Use Plan also allows for a mix of commercial
and residential uses in area like the 4th Street NW/Highway 60
corridor.
In short, the draft Land Use Plan provides greater flexibility to respond to
market demands, but it also sets clear expectations for the quality and
general location of future development or redevelopment in the city.
Overview of the draft Staged Growth Plan and How It Differs from
the City’s Current Growth Plans:
The City’s current Land Use Plan (originally adopted in 2003 and updated
in 2009 to include the I-35 North Corridor) shows the City’s vision for future

land uses outside the current city limits (see attached). The draft Staged
Growth Plan also shows the City’s vision for future land uses outside the
current city limits, but there are significant differences in the vision
associated with the two plans:
1. Whereas the current Land Use Plan guides a substantial amount of
land outside the current city limits for low, medium, and high-density
residential uses, the draft Staged Growth Plan envisions most
residential growth will occur inside the current city limits. In
particular, the draft Staged Growth Plan does not envision the
development of medium or high-density residential in areas that
currently are outside the city limits.
2. Whereas the current Land Use Plan guides most of the land directly
adjacent to the I-35 North Corridor for industrial use, the draft
Staged Growth Plan recognizes that some of that land is not suitable
for industrial development due to topography, wetlands, pipelines
and other challenges. As a result, the draft Staged Growth Plan
guides land that is unsuitable for industrial development in this area
for rural residential or agriculture use, which would not require City
utilities.
3. Because of some of the challenges associated with future industrial
development along the I-35 North Corridor, the draft Staged Growth
Plan envisions that the area south of Highway 60 West and west of
I-35 should also be guided for future industrial development.
4. Whereas the current Land Use Plan envisions hundreds of acres of
future commercial use in Bridgewater and Forest Townships
(presumably in conjunction with a new interchange at County Road
9), the draft Staged Growth Plan does not envision future City
development north of County Road 9. While the draft Plan provides
flexibility to allow a mix of commercial and industrial uses along the
I-35 corridor, unlike the current Land Use Plan, it does not envision
large commercial developments at existing and potential I-35
corridor interchanges.
Requested Action:
City Staff is requesting the following direction from the Joint Council
Committee:
1. Does the Joint Council Committee agree with the flexible, market
driven approach promoted in the draft Land Use Plans?
2. Does the Joint Council Committee agree that, in addition to the land
guided for future industrial development in the North I-35 Corridor,
that the City should guide land south of Highway 60 and west of I35 for future industrial development?
3. Does the Joint Council Committee agree that the City should
promote development of future housing within the current city limits
before it considers allowing large amounts of future housing outside
the current city limits?

Additional Update on Journey to 2040 Progress:
As noted earlier, City Staff expects the Comprehensive Plan (and all other
Journey to 2040 planning efforts) to be completed by March. The City’s
Planning Consultant prepared a video that tells the story of Faribault’s
Journey to 2040. You can view the video at the following site:
https://vimeo.com/379869417/e890d54432. If you have comments
about the video, please let City Staff know as soon as possible.
The Consultant also prepared a printed overview of the Journey to 2040
planning process (see attached). This summary is in draft form, but if
you have comments on the summary, please let City Staff know as soon
as possible so that we can have the Consultant make appropriate
revisions.
Attachments:
• 2003/2009 Land Use Plan (the current Plan)
• Draft Land Use Plan/Staged Growth Plan
• Draft Journey to 2040 Overview

Journey to 2040
See how Faribault is shaping its future

DRAFT 12.03.19

Central Avenue, Faribault’s historic main street, is home to the second
largest concentration of historic properties in the State of Minnesota.

This is Journey to 2040. It is Faribault’s
story of how it is creating opportunities to
shape its future.
As the saying goes, the only constant in life is change. However, the world
seems to be changing more rapidly today than at any other time in modern
history. Advances in communications and transportation are fundamentally
altering how, where, and with whom we spend our time. For many of us, it is
now easier to connect with someone half-way across the world than the
person who lives next door.
At the same time, our world is under tremendous stress. Global population is
verging on 8 billion, and this is impacting both the supply of our natural
resources and the quality of our human resources. Despite all the
uncertainty and anxiety the future can bring, this is also a time of great
opportunity and potential.
Please join us and be a part of Journey to 2040.

A community effort
Journey to 2040 is a multi-phased community-based effort to turn the City’s overarching
Community Vision into a set of plans and actionable steps for change. The primary component
of Journey to 2040 is an update to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, which addresses important
built, natural, and social systems that impact the entire City. This includes elements, such as
land use, transportation, economic development, housing, and cultural resources.
Journey to 2040 also consists of a Downtown Master Plan and a Parks, Trails, and Open Space
Plan. These more-focused plans are elements of the City that, due to their importance,
require a deeper level of study, analysis, and community
input than what might be found in a comprehensive
plan. The benefit of conducting all three plans
concurrently is the efficiency and synergy achieved when
engaging the community, gathering data, and
People who followed
considering how each plan strongly impacts one
Journey to 2040
another. This report highlights key outcomes of
via Facebook
Journey to 2040.

1,200+

A holistic approach
Community planning has historically focused on the physical or built form of the city when
thinking about future investments. This is understandable because, after all, safe roads and
access to clean water have been the bedrock of municipal governance for generations. But
achieving a higher quality of life clearly requires a much more holistic approach to what
defines a community and how it can be strengthened. As a type of shorthand or reminder of
the many facets of Faribault, below are five different themes that helped ground every step
of the Journey to 2040 planning process in real-world issues and concerns.

Built Assets - Land Use, Transportation, Utilities, Energy, Telecommunications,
Community Facilities, Parks, Housing

Economic Assets - Job growth, New Products and Construction, Business

Retention and Expansion, Branding and Marketing, Circulating Dollars Community,
Financial Institutions and Assistance

Human Assets - Education/training, Personal/ Professional Support Systems,
Healthcare/Wellness, Safety, Capacity Building, Collaborations, Governance

Cultural Assets - Community Traditions, Community Values, Arts, Diversity,
Heritage

Natural Assets - Water Quality, Air Quality, Soil, Vegetation, Open Space, Wildlife,
Clean Energy, Climate

Faribault today
Faribault has been a site of permanent settlement for
more than 170 years. Over that time it has matured into a
multifaceted community with a thriving economy strongly
rooted in manufacturing, a rich mix of old and new
neighborhoods, and numerous opportunities for culture,
recreation, and learning.

23,800

12,700

8,500

Population

Households

Employment

+2% increase
since 2010

+3% increase
since 2010

+14% increase
since 2010

Sources: US Census, American Community Survey, 2013-2017; Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development.

Burgeoning industry

1,400

Number of manufacturing, distribution,
and construction jobs Faribault has
added since 2010. Many of these jobs
are the result of millions of dollars in
direct foreign investment into Faribault
facilities businesses.

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$
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Multicultural Faribault

Connected
Faribault

Mpls

St. Paul

People and families have always been drawn to
Faribault from near and far for its opportunities. At
the turn of the 20th Century, over 20% of Faribault’s
population was foreign-born. Today, the percentage
is 13%. Instead of northern and central Europe, most
newcomers in recent years have come from Mexico
and East Africa. New Americans not only help bolster
the labor force, but they also start new businesses,
bring new perspectives, and keep our institutions like
the schools, libraries, and places of worship humming
with activity.
PERCENT OF RESIDENTS
BORN IN ANOTHER
COUNTRY

(Source: US Census, American
Community Survey, 2013-2017)

13%

8%

Faribault

Minnesota

Expanding
Faribault
60-minute
drive to central
Twin Cities

30-minute drive
to Twin Cities
Metro Area

Faribault

In order to
accommodate new
industrial activity, the
City has seen its
geographic size
increase by roughly
11% since the early
2000s. It currently
consists of 9,730 acres
or 15.2 square miles.

9,730
Acres

(15.2 sq mi)

Commute
Patterns
As employment has
grown in Faribault,
there has been a
commensurate increase
in the number of
workers commuting into
Faribault who live
elsewhere.

We are taking steps
to secure a thriving
future.
Adapting to change is in Faribault’s DNA. We know
how to roll up our sleeves and face the challenges
in front of us. Whether it is the loss of the logging
industry over a hundred years ago or a flood that
ravaged the community less than 10 years ago, the
community has always bounced backed from
economic, social, and climatic challenges.
In other words Faribault is resilient. However, being
resilient is more than reacting to an event or
condition. It also means knowing when to batten
down the hatches before the storm hits or opening
the sails before the wind picks up. For a
community, it means having a vision and a clear
set of attainable goals needed to realize that
vision.
Together, we are shaping our future and investing
in our:

❖ Built Assets
❖ Economic Assets

❖ Human Assets
❖ Cultural Assets
❖ Natural Assets

We are investing in our built
assets.
The built environment is the physical framework that allows a community to
thrive. It consists of buildings, roadways, railways, trails, utilities, and other
vital infrastructure. It provides shelter and energy. It enables us to
communicate and get from one place to another. It helps keep the
community safe, clean, and healthy. The built environment, though, is more
than just a collection of built structures. They are assets that are integral to
everyone’s lives because we interact and rely on them every day.
They are also the physical embodiment of a community’s will and ingenuity.
After all, someone’s brother, mother, father, or daughter used their hands
and minds to literally build Faribault.
This is why the built environment also contributes to Faribault’s sense of
place. Whether it is something as simple as an elegant park bench that
provides a place for solace or a state-of-the-art manufacturing facility that
houses hundreds of workers or a buried sanitary sewer line that helps keep
our water sources clean and untainted, the built environment is a reflection
of who we are. Therefore, in 2040, Faribault’s built environment will be the
foundation of a growing economy, a fully engaged populace, a one-of-akind cultural destination in southeastern Minnesota, and a rejuvenating
natural environment.

Modernization
Journey to 2040 looks aggressively at how to modernize
and update facilities throughout the City. For example, the
Parks System Plan identifies 14 new types of park amenities
to be strategically located throughout the system that will
match up with demographic trends, help keep our open
spaces healthy, and draw people into Faribault.

New park amenities identified in the Parks System Plan

Increasing Housing Choice

1,900

Acres occupied by
detached single-family
housing. By far the largest
use of land in Faribault.
= 100 acres

350

Acres occupied by all
other housing types
combined (e.g.,
townhomes, apartments,
mobile homes, etc.).
= 100 acres

Downtown Master Plan
Downtown Faribault is a critical component of
Journey to 2040. Its access to shops and
restaurants, culture, and the Straight River all in a
walkable environment add up to a package that is
desirable to live as well as visit. The Downtown
Master Plan identified numerous opportunities to
introduce new housing into the downtown. More
residents in the downtown will help local
businesses, reduce crime by having more “eyes on
the street,” and take advantage of existing
infrastructure.

Despite a thriving economy, Faribault has struggled to
meet the demand for new housing in recent years.
Since 2010, an average of 40 new homes have been
built each year. This is well below the City’s historical
average of more than 100 new homes per year.
Although there are many reasons for the recent slow
down in residential construction (e.g., rising cost of
materials and competition with other markets), the
City is using its comprehensive plan to proactively
address certain regulations that can often dampen
residential construction. For example, by changing
how it guides residential land uses, the City is
embracing a more flexible approach to housing where
different types and styles can exist in the same
neighborhood instead of being separated. This will not
only help residents remain in their neighborhood as
they move from one life stage to another, it will also
allow home and property owners more flexibility in
responding to market changes when making
improvements to their properties.

Existing Building

Potential Building

Existing Building on
Historic Registry

Potential Parking Ramp

Opportunity for

350-550
new housing units

We are investing in our
economic assets.
Cities are places where people come together to make things, trade things,
and share ideas. Economic development is what helps facilitate these
activities and answer the question, “Why Faribault?” The answer lies in
Faribault’s physical and social assets: its built environment, its people, its
institutions, and its natural environment. With strong physical and social
assets in place, this paves the way for opportunity, innovation, and
excellence, which are core Faribault values. Faribault will be a community
that responds to economic change.

Leveraging the Natural Environment
Faribault has two rivers, nearby lakes, and an expansive park
system. These are resources rarely found in other southern
Minnesota cities. The Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan
strengthens key park assets, such as North
Alexander, Teepee Tonka, and a
new downtown riverfront
park, in order to bring
people to Faribault.
Two Rivers
Park
Slevin Park
North Alexander
Park

Heritage Park
(and planned
expansion areas)

South Alexander
Park

Teepee
Tonka Park

Riverbend
Nature Center

Making Downtown a Place Filled with Experiences
Downtown Faribault is one of the state’s historic and
architectural gems. It is also built at a human scale with
small flexible commercial spaces connected by
sidewalks. This makes it highly adaptable to changing
economic conditions and market trends. However,
it needs to be inviting, easy to navigate, and
connected to the surrounding neighborhoods.
The Downtown Master Plan identifies
numerous small-scale changes that will
help make the Downtown not just a
convenient place to shop, catch a
show, or partake in an event, but
a place that is filled with
experiences you can’t find
Permeable Paver
anywhere else.
Parking Bays

Concrete
Roadway

Mid-Block Bump Outs

Main Street Public Realm Improvements
Shade Tree
Shade Tree

Clematis Wall

Parking Garage

Trash
Enclosures
Decorative Wall
Pollinator Area
Walkways

Walkways

Alley Enhancements

Alley Enhancements

Parking Edge Treatments

Helping Businesses Innovate
Faribault has a strong base of manufacturing jobs,
which have grown significantly in recent year.
Much of this growth is due to firms from across the
globe discovering Faribault’s assets and investing
in the community. However, a key part of
Faribault’s story also is its small businesses and
entrepreneurs, which make up an equal
proportion of jobs in the community. Many of
these smaller businesses are true innovators who
are willing to take the kind of risks larger
employers are not willing to do.

Future land use categories that allow
small businesses, provided they don’t
have significant external impacts
related to noise, odor, traffic, and light:

One of the primary ways Journey to 2040
addresses small businesses is through the
comprehensive plan’s recommendation to allow
more flexibility regarding where these businesses
can locate. More places that allow small
businesses helps lower their barrier to entry and
will help the businesses put more resources into
their operations and personnel instead of real
estate costs.

❖Residential Mixed use

❖Established Residential
Neighborhood
❖Planned Residential
Neighborhood
❖Downtown
❖Commercial

❖Industrial Mixed use
❖Industrial

We are investing in our
human assets.
Community building is the process of helping the residents of Faribault
obtain the skills and access the resources needed for growth and
enrichment. A healthy, happy, and educated community is engaged,
productive, and resilient.

An Accessible and
Inclusive Faribault
Faribault is a diverse community in the
broadest sense. It is multicultural. It has a
significant population under age 10 and
over age 80. It also has an important
population with limited hearing and sight.
Therefore, Journey to 2040 emphasizes the
ways in which Faribault will meet the
needs of all residents.
For example, the
Parks, Trails,
and Open Space
Plan calls for
all facilities within
the system to be
brought up to ADA
compliance.

Primary School
Secondary School
Post-Secondary School

Faribault Senior High School

Education at Every Level
Opportunities for education and training are
essential for a healthy and engaged community.
Faribault has a wide-range of such options.
From the high-profile Shattuck-St. Mary’s School
to the skills-driven South Central College,
Faribault can meet most of everyone’s needs.
Although the City of Faribault does not provide
education and training to residents, Journey to
2040 has specific goals, objectives, and policies
for the City to work with these institutions to
ensure they have adequate space to meet their
needs and to help them form partnerships with
local employers, service providers, and other
important collaborators.

Shattuck-St. Mary’s School

Minnesota State Academy for the Deaf

Promoting Health and Wellbeing
A healthy, active population helps
improve a community’s overall quality
of life. One of the many ways Journey
to 2040 addresses the issue of health
and wellbeing is through the expansion
of Faribault’s multimodal transportation
system, which includes sidewalks, bike
lanes/routes, and multi-use trails. An
enhanced multimodal system will
complement the City’s road network by
offering more transportation options
that are physically active and promote
improved health.

45

Miles of new
sidewalks, multi-use
trails, and bike lanes
that have been
planned for
Faribault.
Planned
Sidewalks
Planned Bike
Routes/Lanes
Planned Multiuse Trails

We are investing in our
cultural and social assets.
Social and cultural institutions are the collection of intangible traits
that contribute to a community’s character. They are its traditions,
values, diversity, heritage, and creative spirit. They are often the
features that get celebrated and the reasons why a community can
respond successfully to all manner of crises.

Generating Vitality
through our Institutions
Faribault’s institutions are important
places for people to obtain critical
services and feel connected to one
another. Journey to 2040 recognizes
institutions as centers of activity and
strategizes how to leverage this function
with better connections and
opportunities for growth.

Buckham Memorial Library

Weaving a Strong Cultural Fabric
The Faribault area was first inhabited by the Wahpekute who
recognized the importance of the area’s beauty and natural
resources. Alexander Faribault worked with the Wahpekute to set
up a fur trading post which then set the stage for the establishment
of a new city. As others came to Faribault, this tradition of working together has become a core value of
the community, which can still be seen today throughout Faribault. Journey to 2040 strives to strengthen
this value by acknowledging everyone’s role in helping to improve Faribault.

Existing Building

History Walk

Existing Building on
Historic Registry

City of Faribault
Historic District

Supporting the Arts
and History
History and the arts are foundational to
Faribault’s sense of place because and
economic wellbeing. They celebrate the
community, bring people to Faribault, and
provide opportunities for growth and renewal.
Journey to 2040 recognizes these benefits
with strategies for leveraging the City’s strong
arts base and historic character. For example,
the Downtown Master Plan calls for a History
Walk that will connect important historic
locations within the downtown.

We are investing in our
natural assets.
If the built environment is the human-made framework of a community,
the natural environment is its foundation. The water, air, soils, vegetation,
wildlife, terrain, and climate are assets that both define and sustain a
community. If these assets degrade too far, the community may become
disconnected from the human need to engage with nature, be at risk of
exposure to harmful events/conditions, or lose a valuable opportunity for
economic development.

Protecting Sensitive Areas
through Land Use Planning
Ecologically sensitive areas such as water bodies, wetlands, old
growth forests, and steep slopes are important as both a physical
and psychological resource. Journey to 2040 identifies where we
can guide future development in order to avoid sensitive areas. Both
the Comprehensive Plan and the Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan
address how best to treat these areas.

Retaining Stormwater

Concept Plan for Teepee Tonka Park

Natural areas are critical for capturing and
retaining stormwater. This is especially
important in low lying areas prone to
flooding. Journey to 2040 and the Parks,
Trails, and Open Space Plan calls many of the
City’s parks to have open areas that function
as stormwater management areas as well.
For example, Teepee Tonka Park is
envisioned to have significant stormwater
capacity while also adding to the park
experience.

Introducing More
Greenery in Urban Areas
Natural areas have a huge positive impact on the
urban environment. Journey to 2040 identifies a
number of strategies for using natural vegetation to
provide shade, treat water runoff, and increase property
values. For example, the Downtown Master Plan calls for a
significant number of new trees to enhance the experience.
Existing Downtown Tree Canopy

Existing Trees

Future Downtown Tree Canopy

New Trees

How to stay involved.
Journey to 2040 provides a roadmap for success but requires everyone’s
participation to ensure it becomes reality. To find out more about the
three planning efforts, please visit the following links:

Comprehensive Plan Update:
URL link when available
Downtown Master Plan:
URL link when available
Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan:
URL link when available

Contact Information:
For more information regarding Journey to 2040, please contact the
City of Faribault at (507) 334-2222.

Journey to 2040

Council Committee Memorandum
TO:

Joint Council Committee

THROUGH:

Tim Murray, City Administrator
Deanna Kuennen, Community & Economic
Development Director

FROM:

David Wanberg, City Planner

MEETING DATE:

January 21, 2020

SUBJECT:

Establishment of an Environmental Commission

Discussion:
At its November 19, 2019 meeting, the Joint Council Committee reviewed
a request from residents for the establishment of an Environmental
Commission.
The Joint Council Committee expressed interest in
establishing an Environmental Commission, pending additional discussion
about the purpose, role, and organization of the Commission.
This memorandum provides the following broad recommendations and
considerations for the establishment of an Environmental Commission.
Based on feedback from the Joint Council Committee, City Staff will prepare
an ordinance to establish an environmental commission, which the City
Council will be asked to take action on at an upcoming meeting.
1. Authority and Power. City Staff recommends that the Environmental
Commission be an advisory commission to the City Council. The
Commission would not have inherent power to adopt ordinances or
establish new programs or policies.
Instead, it would make
recommendations to the City Council, which the Council could choose
(or not choose) to implement.
2. Organization. Several advisory commissions in Faribault have 7-15
members. City Staff recommends that the Council initially appoint
seven members to the Commission.
Because the natural
environment does not follow jurisdictional boundaries, City Staff
believes it would be appropriate for the Council to appoint up to two
members to the Commission from the adjacent townships, if desired.
The Commission would always have a quorum of Faribault residents.
Advisory commissions in Faribault typically do not have a Council

representative on the commission, but the Council should let City
Staff know if it feels differently.
3. Duties and Responsibilities. The Environmental Commission will
submit an annual work plan to the City Council for Council review.
The work plan will outline specific projects and tasks for the upcoming
year. General duties and responsibilities of the Environmental
Commission include the following:
A. Review and provide recommendations on projects in
Faribault that involve an Environmental Assessment
Worksheet or an Environmental Impact Statement. City
Staff does not feel it would be appropriate for the
Environmental Commission to review all projects in the city–
only those projects that may have significant environmental
impacts.
B. When appropriate, participate in the development of City
plans that have a strong environmental component. For
example, participate in the development of an update to the
City’s Energy Plan or participate in the development of a City
Climate Action Plan.
C. Advise the Council on all environmental matters as directed
by the City Council. For example, if directed by the Council,
the Environmental Commission could prepare a tree
preservation ordinance for Council adoption.
D. Coordinate
with
other
advisory
commissions
on
environmental matters of mutual interest.
E. Promote
public
awareness
and
understanding
of
environmental matters affecting the community.
4. Regular Meetings. The Environmental Commission will meet once a
month - likely the second or fourth Monday of each month.
Requested Action:
City Staff is requesting that the Joint Council Committee provide comments
on the proposed organization and responsibilities of the Environmental
Commission. City Staff will then prepare an ordinance to establish the
Environmental Commission. Finally, Staff will broadly advertise and recruit
people interested in serving on the Environmental Commission. The
Council will make appointments to the Commission.
Attachments:
• None

