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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION AGENDA
Minn. Stat. § 13D.021 provides that a meeting of a public body may be conducted via
telephone or other electronic means if meeting in a public location is not practical or
prudent because of a health pandemic or declared emergency. Due to the declared
health pandemic, this meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held through
electronic means, rather than in-person.
You may participate in this meeting by joining the following videoconference or by calling
the following telephone number at the scheduled date and time of the meeting:
1. Via Videoconference: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87683779262
(Note: Your computer should have a camera and a microphone. However, if you
do not have a microphone and camera, you can still view the meeting on your
computer and participate in the conversation via a telephone.
2. Via Telephone: 1-312-626-6799, meeting ID: 876 8377 9262 (Note: You may
need to enter # twice.)

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2020
1.

Call to Order / Roll Call

2.

Approve June 29, 2020 Minutes

3.

Reports / Presentations

4.

6:00 PM

A.

Potential Environmental Commission Role in Public Education, Outreach,
and Involvement in MS4 – Mark DuChene, City Engineer

B.

Overview of Beekeeping Ordinance Comments – No Action Requested

C.

Potential Amendments to Chapter 31 Tall Grass and Weed Regulation
(Continued from Last Meeting)

D.

Tools to Promote Pollinators and Natural Landscapes

E.

Introduction to Natural Resources Plan

Routine Business
A.

Announcements and Updates
•

Invitation to participate in a free online webinar regarding sustainability
and resilience planning in SE Minnesota:

Wednesday, August 19
9:00-10:45 am
Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/se-cert-greenstepsustainability-and-resiliency-planning-in-southeast-mnregistration-113145126118
To learn more about the sustainability efforts of Faribault, Northfield,
Red Wing, and Rochester, visit the following:
https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/planningsustainability-and-resiliency-southeast-minnesota-communities

B.

5.

•

Status of Faribault’s GreenStep Cities work

•

Status of the Faribault Climate Adaptation Plan

•

Status of Faribault’s Partners in Energy work

•

Minnesota Environmental Commission resources:
Commission Drive

•

Pending City Council action on the installation of grant-funded electric
vehicle charging stations in the downtown

•

Pending City Council action on the elimination of required fee for a
natural landscape permit and annual permit renewal fee

•

Planning Commission public hearing to review the Comprehensive Plan
update scheduled for August 17

MN Environment

Agenda Items for August 24 Meeting
•

Finalize ordinance recommendations related to pollinators and
natural landscapes

•

Continue discussion or finalize tools to promote pollinators and
natural landscapes

Adjourn
____________________

Please contact the Department of Community and Economic Development at 507-3340100 if you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Minn. Stat. § 13D.021 provides that a meeting of a public body may be conducted via
telephone or other electronic means if meeting in a public location is not practical or
prudent because of a health pandemic or declared emergency. Due to the declared
health pandemic, this meeting of the Environmental Commission will be held through
electronic means, rather than in-person.

MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2020
1.

6:00 PM

Call to Order / Roll Call.
Chair, Roger Steinkamp called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Roll Call:
Present: Chuck Ackman, Tom Boevers, Cynthia Diessner, Dick Huston, Emily
Nesvold, Roger Steinkamp.
Not present: Dan Behrens

2.

Approve May 27, 2020 Minutes.
A motion was made by Nesvold to approve the minutes of May 27, 2020
seconded by Boevers.

and

Ackman was off for a bit.
Roll Call:
Aye: Tom Boevers, Cynthia Diessner, Dick Huston, Emily Nesvold, Roger
Steinkamp.
Nay: None.
3.

Reports / Presentations
A.

Potential Amendments to Chapter 31 Tall Grass and Weed Regulation and
Potential Elimination of the Natural Landscape Permit and Fee

After Wanberg gave the presentation, Huston, wanted to address the maintenance
aspect of some existing pollinators, in particular, behind the library which is what
he described as approx. 50% weeds. Huston also mentioned Crocker’s Creek
which has a large invasion of wild parsnip which can be dangerous and seems to

be tending to take over. Parsnip is a noxious weed and is not allowed. Huston
wanted to know how is responsible for maintaining these gardens. Wanberg stated
that he felt that the State may be in charge of Crocker’s Creek and there may be
a group of volunteers at the library for that garden. Huston also mentioned that
parsnip is also present and solid in South Alexander Park and asked that someone
look into it.
Nesvold was pleased with Wanberg’s presentation on the materials and research
and felt that the 2nd paragraph of the Minneapolis Ordinance should be
incorporated.
At this time I noticed that Chuck Ackman joined the meeting again and that Dan
Behrens was present at 6:14 p.m.
One of the questions that Wanberg was looking for direction on was whether
Faribault should have a permit for the gardens and after much discussion it was
the consensus that we should not require a permit but this meetings direction is
mostly for discussion and no action will be taken at this time. Right now Faribault
has a $150 fee and annual $25 renewal. This too was discussed and more so the
consensus would be not to have to fee but will be discussed at the future meeting.
Wanberg also mentioned that code enforcement of these types of permits now is
through the Police Department. Wanberg asked for direction to ask that an
authorized agent be designated by the City Planner and could be the City Planner
himself to regulate.
Cynthia Diessner left the meeting at 6:29 p.m.
Wanberg was also interested in whether we would like to require a site plan review;
whether we would like to impose a basic requirement for natural landscapes or
pollinators garden; do we want the language to state only up to 8” in height and
have a setback of up to 18” from any public right of way or curbing.
Behrens then brought up examples of two addresses that currently have gardens
in the boulevards at 609 1st St NW and 428 2nd St NW. At 609, it looks as though
it’s a natural landscape garden but doesn’t appear to be maintained in terms of
weed control and overgrown. The address at 428 had lilies in the boulevard but
appears maintained. Behrens asked if we should impose a certain percentage be
allowed. Boevers was concerned about the issue if it is an obstruction or impedes
visibility at the corners for example. Nesvold agreed safety versus percentage.
Nesvold mentioned coniferous and deciduous, buffers and whether dead trees
needs to be moved. Tree replacement requirements.
B. Tools to Promote Pollinators and Natural Landscapes
Wanberg stated that we are in budget season with the City and he did ask for a
budget to possible be able to create and distribute. brochures, maybe awards for
gardens, demonstrations, etc. Nesvold stated that G.R.O.W.S. would be happy to
work with the City and mentioned again about the placards for the gardens.

4.

Routine Business
A.

Agenda Items for July 27 Meeting

Huston mentioned that we should try to get an inventory of the pollinator/rain
gardens. Behrens stated that he would like to see something on the Natural
Resources ordinance at the next meeting since these all tie together. There was
a plan about 15 years ago and maybe we could discuss a shortened version.
Ackman stated that Rochester has an awards program that seems to be very
successful.
B.

Announcements

Nesvold mentioned that G.R.O.W.S. is still planning Pollinator Month in April of
2021.
5.

Adjournment (majority vote by roll call)
A motion was made by Nesvold and seconded by Ackman to adjourn. Meeting
adjourned at 7:21 p.m.
Roll Call Vote:
Aye: Ackman, Behrens, Boevers, Huston Nesvold, and Chair Steinkamp
Nay: N/A
Respectfully submitted,

Dated: June 30, 2020

By:______________________________
Kari Casper, Recording Secretary
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Environmental Commission Memorandum
TO:

Environmental Commission

THROUGH:

Deanna Kuennen, Community & Economic Development
Director

FROM:

David Wanberg, City Planner

MEETING DATE:

July 27, 2020

SUBJECT:

Overview of Beekeeping Ordinance Comments – No
Action Requested

Background:
The Environmental Commission had a brief discussion at its June 29 meeting
regarding the City’s beekeeping ordinance (see attached). After significant
public input and comments from the University of Minnesota and others, the
City adopted the ordinance. To date, the City has issued two or three
beekeeping permits.
Recently, the Environmental Commission members were copied on email from
a beekeeping expert.
The expert had the following comments about
Faribault’s beekeeping ordinance:
The bee ordinance looks very accommodating. I really like how it’s broken
down by lot/acreage size. I think four hives for a small lot is very
generous. I have two concerns when it comes to people with bees, the
biggest is, are your neighbors allergic? This is a matter of life and death. I
would like to see that included in the approval process some how. The
other is disposal of bee equipment. If unused bee equipment sits and is
affected by disease it can aid in the spread of disease. I know it’s
addressed, but not clearly spelled out what needs to happen.
Overall I’m impressed as it’s very thorough. I find requiring people to take
a class a bit socio-economically discriminatory as the class isn’t cheap. I
took it, you learn the basics, but basically it was an audience of white people
with money and means to get to the university. Not sure how else to require
people to know what they’re doing, but that takes about ten years of on the
job training honestly. That’s what I’ve got. Overall looks good, nice work to
whoever is working on this.

3B
Requested Action:
Given that the City Council adopted the beekeeping ordinance just a few years
ago and given that we have had no complaints regarding the ordinance, City
Staff does not recommend any changes to the ordinance at this time.
However, the City Planner will be available to address any question or
comments the Commission may have about the ordinance.
Attachments:
• Copy of the Beekeeping Ordinance and Staff Report

7B.

Request for Council Action
TO:
THROUGH:

Mayor and City Council
Brian J. Anderson, City Administrator
Deanna Kuennen, CED Director
Peter J. Waldock, AICP, Planning Coordinator
David Wanberg, AICP, City Planner
FROM:
Rita Trapp, AICP, Consultant Planner
MEETING DATE: June 13, 2017
SUBJECT:
Ordinance 2017-4 Amend Faribault City Code Chapter 6 Animals and Fowl
and Appendix B Unified Development Regulations as it relates to Beekeeping

Background:
On April 25, 2017, the City Council (with a 7-0) vote approved the first reading of Ordinance-4:
Amend Faribault City Code Chapter 6 Animals and Fowl and Appendix B Unified Development
Regulations as it relates to Beekeeping with two changes:
1) Add clarification that schools are examples of licensed institutions where bees can be kept
2) Lower the hive setback requirement from 25 feet to 10 feet.
No other substantive changes to the ordinance have been made.
Recommendation:
City Staff recommends that the City Council approve the second reading of Ordinance-4: Amend
Faribault City Code Chapter 6 Animals and Fowl and Appendix B Unified Development
Regulations as it relates to Beekeeping. Approval requires an affirmative vote of the majority of
the City Council (or a 4/7 vote). Approval of the summary ordinance publication (included in the
ordinance) requires a 5/7 vote.
Attachment:
1. Ordinance 2017-4 An Ordinance to Amend Faribault City Code Chapter 6 Animals and Fowl
and Appendix B Unified Development Regulations as it relates to Beekeeping
2. April 25, 2017 City Council Packet

State of Minnesota
County of Rice
CITY OF FARIBAULT

ORDINANCE 2017-4
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND FARIBAULT CITY CODE CHAPTER 6 ANIMALS AND FOWL
AND APPENDIX B UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS
AS IT RELATES TO BEEKEEPING
WHEREAS, a number of residents have expressed a desire to keep honey bee hives
within city limits for honey production and to support pollination of gardens and agriculture; and
WHEREAS, this request was presented to the City Council which agreed to consider
ordinance amendments for this purpose; and
WHEREAS, City Staff prepared the City’s application and made a report to the Planning
Commission (ZTA 3b-17); and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, on the 20th day of March, 2017, and the 17th day
of April, following proper notice, held a public hearing regarding said request; and
WHEREAS, following said public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended
approval of the proposed ordinance amendments finding that the request is consistent with all of
the required findings for a zoning text amendment as required by Section 2-180 of the City’s
Unified Development Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the City Council, on the 25th day of April, 2017 at a regular public meeting
received the staff report, recommendation and findings of the Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds proposed the ordinance amendment (to
Chapter 6 of the City of Faribault Code of Ordinances) and zoning text amendment is
appropriate with the following findings as required by Section 2-180 of the City’s Unified
Development Ordinance:
1. Criteria: Whether the amendment is consistent with the applicable policies of
the City’s Land Use Plan.
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Finding: The Land Use Plan supports a high quality of life for residents in the City
and provides for appropriate land uses in residential areas.
2. Criteria: Whether the amendment is in the public interest and is not solely for
the benefit of a single property owner.
Finding: The proposed amendment will be effective Citywide and will benefit all
residents.
3. Criteria: Whether the existing uses of property and the zoning classification of
property within the general area of the property in question are compatible
with the proposed zoning classification, where the amendment is to change
the zoning classification of a particular property.
Finding: The zoning text amendment proposed in this case will not change the
zoning classification of a particular property.
4. Criteria: Whether there are reasonable uses of the property in question
permitted under the existing zoning classification, where the amendment is to
change the zoning classification of a particular property.
Finding: The zoning text amendment proposed in this case will not change the
zoning classification of a particular property.
5. Criteria: Whether there has been a change in the character or trend of
development in the general area of the property in question, which has taken
place since such property was placed in its present zoning classification,
where the amendment is to change the zoning classification of a particular
property.
Finding: The zoning text amendment proposed in this case is in response to an
increased trend among cities statewide which have adopted similar ordinances and
regulations at the request of their citizens.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF FARIBAULT ORDAINS:
Section 1. Intent. The intent of this Ordinance is to allow the keeping of bees on single-family
residential properties for the production of honey and to support pollination of gardens and
agriculture.
Section 2. Addition. Section 6-39 of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby added:
Sec. 6-39. – Beekeeping.
A permit shall be required for the keeping of honey bees. Applicants shall apply for a
permit and following the regulations outlined in Section 7-30 of Appendix B Unified
Development Regulations.
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Section 3. Amendment. Section 1-120 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following
definitions:
Apiary. The assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a single location.
Beekeeper. A person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees.
Beekeeping equipment. Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive bodies,
supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.
Colony. An aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when
perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.
Hive. The receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that purpose.
Honey bee. All life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera species.
Nucleus colony. A small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual
hive box designed for a particular purpose.
Section 4. Amendment. Section 7-30 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
Beekeeping
(1) A permit is required for the keeping of honey bees.
(a) The applicant shall be the person who will be responsible for the bees. If the
applicant shall keep bees on a property that he or she does not own, the
property owner shall be required to sign the application.
(b) For each property on which honey bees will be kept, the applicant shall
complete an application, pay the required application fee, and provide a site
plan or property survey showing the location of hives in relation to any
neighboring residences, property lines, sidewalks, alleys, and rights-of-way
and how the apiary or property will be visually screened from adjacent
property and public areas.
(c) The applicant shall provide the certificate of completion from a honey bee
keeping course from the University of Minnesota, Century College, or Three
Rivers Park District. Applicants requesting consideration of a comparable
course from another institution or instructor shall provide documentation
regarding such course.
(d) All initial permits shall expire on December 31st of the following year after
their issuance unless sooner revoked. Renewal permits shall expire on
December 31st of the second year following their issuance unless sooner
revoked. An application for a renewal permit shall be filed with the City by
November 30th of the year the permit expires.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(e) The City shall have the right to inspect any apiary at any reasonable time
for the purpose of ensuring compliance with this ordinance.
(f) Any and all permits of a beekeeper may be terminated or not renewed for
violation of these regulations following notice to the permit holder and an
opportunity for an appeal in accordance with the process outlined in Chapter
2, Article 4 of the Unified Development Regulations.
(g) If, as a result of the hearing process, it is determined that the bees must be
removed, the City shall give 30 days for such removal. If the order for
removal has not been complied with, the City may remove or destroy the
bees and charge the beekeeper with the cost thereof. Removal or destruction
of bees shall be in consultation with the University of Minnesota Bee Lab or
similar organization. As a result of the order for removal, the beekeeper shall
not be allowed to have a permit for beekeeping for a period of 2 years on any
property within the City.
(h) A permit issued to a person whose premise is subject to private restrictions
and/or covenants that prohibit the keeping of bees is void. The interpretation
and enforcement of the private restrictions is the sole responsibility of the
private parties involved.
Honey Bee colonies meeting the requirements of the UDC may be kept only on
detached single-family residential property, licensed institutional properties (i.e.
schools), or properties within the O or TUD districts. Each lot may not have
more than the following number of colonies based on its area:
a. 3/4 acre or smaller lot
4 colonies
b. Larger than 3/4 acre lot but smaller than 5 acre lot
8 colonies
c. Larger than 5 acre lot
no restriction
If the beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of
honey bees from locations where they are not desired, the beekeeper shall not
be considered in violation the portion of this ordinance limiting the number of
colonies if he temporarily houses the swarm on an apiary lot in compliance with
the standards of practice set out in this ordinance for no more than 30 days from
the date acquired.
Honey bee colonies may be kept in langstroth, warre, or top-bar hives as long
as the comb is removable for inspection. All hives shall be kept in a sound and
useable condition. All hives shall clearly identify the permit holders name,
contact information, and address on which the hive is kept.
No person shall establish or maintain any hive or keep any bees in the front yard
of a property or within 10 feet of any property line, sidewalk, alley, other public
right of way measured from the nearest point on the hive to the property line.
Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available
within 10 feet of each of the colonies so long as colonies remain active outside
of the hive.
Each apiary shall be visually screened from adjacent properties and public rightof-way. This may be achieved through a combination of buildings, fencing, or
vegetation. Additional screening may be required at the discretion of the
Planning and Zoning Division based on the specific site characteristics.
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(8)

Each beekeeper shall ensure that no wax comb or other material that might
encourage robbing by other bees are left upon the grounds of the apiary lot.
Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and stored in
sealed containers, or placed within a building or other insect- proof container.
(9) For each colony permitted to be maintained under this ordinance, there may also
be maintained upon the same apiary lot, one nucleus colony in hive structure not
to exceed one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 10-frame hive body with no supers.
(10) Each beekeeper shall maintain his beekeeping equipment in good condition,
including keeping the hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or
flaking, and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or
vandalism, and occupancy by swarms. It shall not be a defense to this
ordinance that a beekeeper’s unused equipment attracted a swarm and that the
beekeeper is not intentionally keeping bees.
Section 5. Amendment. Section 10-200 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(10) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 6. Amendment. Section 10-240 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(11) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 7. Amendment. Section 10-280 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(11) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 8. Amendment. Section 10-320 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(11) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 9. Amendment. Section 10-360 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(10) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.

Section 10. Amendment. Section 13-530 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(10) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
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Section 11. Summary Publication. Upon approval by a vote of no fewer than five of seven City
Members, the following summary shall be printed in the official City Newspaper:
On June 13, 2017, the Faribault City Council adopted Ordinance 2017-4 amending
Chapter 6 Animals and Fowl and Appendix B Unified Development Regulations to allow
beekeeping on detached single-family properties, licensed institutional properties, or
properties within the O or TUD districts if a permit is secured and regulations are
followed. A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection during regular
business hours at Faribault City Hall.
Section 12. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and
publication according to the Faribault City Charter
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Published:

April 25, 2017
June 13, 2017
June 20, 2017
Faribault City Council

_____________________________
Kevin Voracek, Mayor
ATTEST:

_____________________________
Brian J. Anderson, City Administrator

Request for Council Action
TO:
THROUGH:

Mayor and City Council
Brian J. Anderson, City Administrator
Deanna Kuennen, CED Director
Peter J. Waldoch, AICP, Planning Coordinator
David Wanberg, AICP, City Planner
FROM:
Rita Trapp, AICP, Consultant Planner
MEETING DATE: April 25, 2017
SUBJECT:
Ordinance Amendment to allow beekeeping within City Limits

Background:
The City has been approached to amend its ordinance to allow the keeping of bee hives within
city limits. Interest in beekeeping develops for a number of reasons but frequently interest is the
result of concern for the declining bee population and the recognition of the importance honey
bees have for our agricultural production. There is also the honey, which may vary in production
levels from 25 to 50 pounds per hive. The attached ordinance was prepared to allow beekeeping
through a permit as long as specific conditions are met. The intent is for the permit to be issued
by the Planning and Zoning Division with responses to any nuisance complaints to be dealt with
by the Police Department.
As the City considers regulating beekeeping, it is important that the discussion include
information to address common misunderstandings. According to the Minnesota Hobby
Beekeepers Association, domestic strains of honey bees have been selectively bred for traits like
gentleness, honey production, tendency not to swarm, and non-aggressive behavior. Honey
bees preferred food is nectar and pollen from flowers. Many people who are stung confuse honey
bees with the Vespidae family of yellow jackets, hornets, and wasps. Unlike honey bees,
members of this family have relatively smooth stingers and can sting repeatedly. Yellow jackets
account for most stings in the United States as they are the most aggressive and often seek food
in picnic areas and around trash containers.
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on the proposed amendment at its March 20th
meeting. Community input on the ordinance was generally favorable with most concerns being
related to specific permit conditions. The Planning Commission continued the public hearing to
its April 17th Meeting and held a work session on April 3rd to work through specific ordinance
provisions.
The Planning Commission is supportive of allowing beekeeping in the City, particularly as it
supports local agriculture and bees. The ordinance developed was based on a model ordinance
prepared by the Minnesota Hobby Beekeepers Association model. The Planning Commission and
Staff worked through revisions to the ordinance to address Planning Commission and community
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concerns. Some of the revisions included having the permit be for the beekeeper rather than the
property to allow beekeepers to have hives on more than one property; allowing a maximum
number of hives of 4 for properties ¾ acre or smaller, 8 for properties ¾ acre to 5 acres; and no
maximum for properties greater than 5 acres; and requiring visual screening of the hives but
allow City Staff to determine the appropriate type of screening. Permit conditions that are
included, but that were not specifically discussed by the Planning Commission, include requiring
proof of education for beekeepers; not allowing hives to be in front yards; and establishing a
setback of 25 feet from any property line or public right-of-way. After discussion, the Planning
Commission recommended approval of the ordinance.
Requested Action:
1. First Reading of Ordinance 2017-4 An Ordinance to Amend Faribault City Code Chapter 6
Animals and Fowl and Appendix B Unified Development Regulations as it relates to
Beekeeping.
Recommendation:
It is recommended that the first reading of Ordinance #2017-4 occur as recommended by the
Planning Commission.
Attachments:
1. Ordinance 2017-4 An Ordinance to Amend Faribault City Code Chapter 6 Animals and Fowl
and Appendix B Unified Development Regulations as it relates to Beekeeping.

State of Minnesota
County of Rice
CITY OF FARIBAULT

ORDINANCE 2017-4
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND FARIBAULT CITY CODE CHAPTER 6 ANIMALS AND FOWL
AND APPENDIX B UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS
AS IT RELATES TO BEEKEEPING
WHEREAS, a number of residents have expressed a desire to keep honey bee hives
within city limits for honey production and to support pollination of gardens and agriculture; and
WHEREAS, this request was presented to the City Council which agreed to consider
ordinance amendments for this purpose; and
WHEREAS, City Staff prepared the City’s application and made a report to the Planning
Commission (ZTA 3b-17); and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission, on the 20th day of March, 2017, and the 17th day
of April, following proper notice, held a public hearing regarding said request; and
WHEREAS, following said public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended
approval of the proposed ordinance amendments finding that the request is consistent with all of
the required findings for a zoning text amendment as required by Section 2-180 of the City’s
Unified Development Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the City Council, on the 25th day of April, 2017 at a regular public meeting
received the staff report, recommendation and findings of the Planning Commission; and
WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds proposed the ordinance amendment (to
Chapter 6 of the City of Faribault Code of Ordinances) and zoning text amendment is
appropriate with the following findings as required by Section 2-180 of the City’s Unified
Development Ordinance:
1. Criteria: Whether the amendment is consistent with the applicable policies of
the City’s Land Use Plan.
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Finding: The Land Use Plan supports a high quality of life for residents in the City
and provides for appropriate land uses in residential areas.
2. Criteria: Whether the amendment is in the public interest and is not solely for
the benefit of a single property owner.
Finding: The proposed amendment will be effective Citywide and will benefit all
residents.
3. Criteria: Whether the existing uses of property and the zoning classification of
property within the general area of the property in question are compatible
with the proposed zoning classification, where the amendment is to change
the zoning classification of a particular property.
Finding: The zoning text amendment proposed in this case will not change the
zoning classification of a particular property.
4. Criteria: Whether there are reasonable uses of the property in question
permitted under the existing zoning classification, where the amendment is to
change the zoning classification of a particular property.
Finding: The zoning text amendment proposed in this case will not change the
zoning classification of a particular property.
5. Criteria: Whether there has been a change in the character or trend of
development in the general area of the property in question, which has taken
place since such property was placed in its present zoning classification,
where the amendment is to change the zoning classification of a particular
property.
Finding: The zoning text amendment proposed in this case is in response to an
increased trend among cities statewide which have adopted similar ordinances and
regulations at the request of their citizens.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF FARIBAULT ORDAINS:
Section 1. Intent. The intent of this Ordinance is to allow the keeping of bees on single-family
residential properties for the production of honey and to support pollination of gardens and
agriculture.
Section 2. Addition. Section 6-39 of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby added:
Sec. 6-39. – Beekeeping.
A permit shall be required for the keeping of honey bees. Applicants shall apply for a
permit and following the regulations outlined in Section 7-30 of Appendix B Unified
Development Regulations.
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Section 3. Amendment. Section 1-120 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following
definitions:
Apiary. The assembly of one or more colonies of bees at a single location.
Beekeeper. A person who owns or has charge of one or more colonies of bees.
Beekeeping equipment. Anything used in the operation of an apiary, such as hive bodies,
supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.
Colony. An aggregate of bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when
perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.
Hive. The receptacle inhabited by a colony that is manufactured for that purpose.
Honey bee. All life stages of the common domestic honey bee, apis mellifera species.
Nucleus colony. A small quantity of bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual
hive box designed for a particular purpose.
Section 4. Amendment. Section 7-30 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
Beekeeping
(1) A permit is required for the keeping of honey bees.
(a) The applicant shall be the person who will be responsible for the bees. If the
applicant shall keep bees on a property that he or she does not own, the
property owner shall be required to sign the application.
(b) For each property on which honey bees will be kept, the applicant shall
complete an application, pay the required application fee, and provide a site
plan or property survey showing the location of hives in relation to any
neighboring residences, property lines, sidewalks, alleys, and rights-of-way
and how the apiary or property will be visually screened from adjacent
property and public areas.
(c) The applicant shall provide the certificate of completion from a honey bee
keeping course from the University of Minnesota, Century College, or Three
Rivers Park District. Applicants requesting consideration of a comparable
course from another institution or instructor shall provide documentation
regarding such course.
(d) All initial permits shall expire on December 31st of the following year after
their issuance unless sooner revoked. Renewal permits shall expire on
December 31st of the second year following their issuance unless sooner
revoked. An application for a renewal permit shall be filed with the City by
November 30th of the year the permit expires.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(e) The City shall have the right to inspect any apiary at any reasonable time
for the purpose of ensuring compliance with this ordinance.
(f) Any and all permits of a beekeeper may be terminated or not renewed for
violation of these regulations following notice to the permit holder and an
opportunity for an appeal in accordance with the process outlined in Chapter
2, Article 4 of the Unified Development Regulations.
(g) If, as a result of the hearing process, it is determined that the bees must be
removed, the City shall give 30 days for such removal. If the order for
removal has not been complied with, the City may remove or destroy the
bees and charge the beekeeper with the cost thereof. Removal or destruction
of bees shall be in consultation with the University of Minnesota Bee Lab or
similar organization. As a result of the order for removal, the beekeeper shall
not be allowed to have a permit for beekeeping for a period of 2 years on any
property within the City.
(h) A permit issued to a person whose premise is subject to private restrictions
and/or covenants that prohibit the keeping of bees is void. The interpretation
and enforcement of the private restrictions is the sole responsibility of the
private parties involved.
Honey Bee colonies meeting the requirements of the UDC may be kept only on
detached single-family residential property, licensed institutional properties, or
properties within the O or TUD districts. Each lot may not have more than the
following number of colonies based on its area:
a. 3/4 acre or smaller lot
4 colonies
b. Larger than 3/4 acre lot but smaller than 5 acre lot
8 colonies
c. Larger than 5 acre lot
no restriction
If the beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of
honey bees from locations where they are not desired, the beekeeper shall not
be considered in violation the portion of this ordinance limiting the number of
colonies if he temporarily houses the swarm on an apiary lot in compliance with
the standards of practice set out in this ordinance for no more than 30 days from
the date acquired.
Honey bee colonies may be kept in langstroth, warre, or top-bar hives as long
as the comb is removable for inspection. All hives shall be kept in a sound and
useable condition. All hives shall clearly identify the permit holders name,
contact information, and address on which the hive is kept.
No person shall establish or maintain any hive or keep any bees in the front yard
of a property or within 25 feet of any property line, sidewalk, alley, other public
right of way measured from the nearest point on the hive to the property line.
Each beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available
within 10 feet of each of the colonies so long as colonies remain active outside
of the hive.
Each apiary shall be visually screened from adjacent properties and public rightof-way. This may be achieved through a combination of buildings, fencing, or
vegetation. Additional screening may be required at the discretion of the
Planning and Zoning Division based on the specific site characteristics.

Ordinance 2017-4
Page 5 of 6

(8)

Each beekeeper shall ensure that no wax comb or other material that might
encourage robbing by other bees are left upon the grounds of the apiary lot.
Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and stored in
sealed containers, or placed within a building or other insect- proof container.
(9) For each colony permitted to be maintained under this ordinance, there may also
be maintained upon the same apiary lot, one nucleus colony in hive structure not
to exceed one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 10-frame hive body with no supers.
(10) Each beekeeper shall maintain his beekeeping equipment in good condition,
including keeping the hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or
flaking, and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or
vandalism, and occupancy by swarms. It shall not be a defense to this
ordinance that a beekeeper’s unused equipment attracted a swarm and that the
beekeeper is not intentionally keeping bees.
Section 5. Amendment. Section 10-200 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(10) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 6. Amendment. Section 10-240 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(11) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 7. Amendment. Section 10-280 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(11) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 8. Amendment. Section 10-320 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(11) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
Section 9. Amendment. Section 10-360 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(10) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.

Section 10. Amendment. Section 13-350 of the Unified Development Regulations, found in
Appendix B of the City Code of the City of Faribault is hereby amended to add the following:
(10) Beekeeping in compliance with Section 7-30.
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Section 11. Summary Publication. Upon approval by a vote of no fewer than five of seven City
Members, the following summary shall be printed in the official City Newspaper:
On XX, 2017, the Faribault City Council adopted Ordinance 2017-4 amending Chapter 6
Animals and Fowl and Appendix B Unified Development Regulations to allow
beekeeping on detached single-family properties, licensed institutional properties, or
properties within the O or TUD districts if a permit is secured and regulations are
followed. A printed copy of the ordinance is available for inspection during regular
business hours at Faribault City Hall.
Section 12. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and
publication according to the Faribault City Charter
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Published:

XX, 2017
XX, 2017
XX, 2017
Faribault City Council

_____________________________
Kevin Voracek, Mayor
ATTEST:

_____________________________
Brian J. Anderson, City Administrator

3C

Environmental Commission Memorandum
TO:

Environmental Commission

THROUGH:

Deanna Kuennen, Community & Economic Development
Director

FROM:

David Wanberg, City Planner

MEETING DATE:

July 27, 2020

SUBJECT:

Potential Amendments to Chapter 31 Tall Grass and
Weed Regulation

Background:
At its June 29 meeting, the Environmental Commission reviewed draft
ordinance amendments that eliminated the need for property owners to obtain
a natural landscape permit (see attached). While the Commission expressed
a desire to remove barriers in the ordinance that hinder property owners from
installing pollinator plantings and natural landscaping, the Commission also
expressed concern that some “natural landscapes” in Faribault are not
appropriately maintained.
City Staff took pictures of sites in Faribault that have a natural landscape in
their front yard or a cultivated landcape that extends into the sidewalk and
often into the boulevard (see attached photos).
Requested Action:
Provide the City Planner with “final” feedback regarding potential ordinance
amendments related to natural landscapes (and pollinator gardens). The City
Planner will then refine the proposed amendments and review a “final” draft
of the ordinance amendments at the AEnvironmental Commisson
Attachments:
• Draft Ordinance Amendments from June 29 Meeting
• Photographs of Front Yard Landscapes in Faribault

Chapter 31 - TALL GRASS AND WEED REGULATION
Sec. 31-1. - Legislative intent.
It is declared to be the purpose and intent of this chapter to protect and preserve the city's
neighborhoods and the public health, safety and welfare of those who live there. The city council
determines that keeping the city free of tall turf grass over eight inches in height and noxious weeds
improves the quality of life of all residents by improving aesthetics, by eliminating harbor for rodents and
insects, and by eliminating fire hazards. At the same time, the city council recognizes that requiring the
mowing of grasses and noxious weeds is sometimes unreasonable or impractical under certain
circumstances.
The city council also determines that a variety of properly maintained landscaping treatments adds
diversity and richness to the quality of life, and does not want to discourage the preservation, restoration
and maintenance of diverse biologically stable natural plant communities or environmentally sound
practices. The city council finds that the establishment of prairie, naturalistic and meadow plant
communities are acceptable landscape treatments. However, as a protection for the larger community,
these types of landscaping treatments must be properly planned, managed and maintained, and the
length of transition period must be minimized or they are likely to cause a public nuisance.

(Ord. No. 2009-21, § 2, 12-22-09)
Sec. 31-2. - Definitions.
For purposes of this chapter, the following words, terms and phrases shall have the following
meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section:
Buffer or buffer strip. A management area used to separate differing landscapes and land uses in
order to minimize the impact from adjacent land uses.
Landscaping. The encouragement of selected plants to grow on a site.
Meadow vegetation. Grasses and flowering broad-leaf plants that are native to, or adapted to, the
State of Minnesota, and that are commonly found in meadow and prairie plant communities, with the
exception of weeds.
Native grasses. Grasses that existed in the area prior to European settlement (Beach Grass, Wood
Chess Grass, Sand Reed Grass, Wheat Grass, Bluestem Grass, Grama Grass, Brome Grass, Buffalo
Grass, Switch Grass, Indian Grass, Wild Rye).
Native plants. Plants that existed in the area prior to European settlement.
Natural landscaping. The use of groups of native plants.
Naturalistic landscaping. The use of native and non-native plants.
Natural preserve. A natural undisturbed area designated by the city council where the land and
vegetation appears to not have been graded, landscaped or otherwise disturbed by human or mechanical
means in recent time.
Noxious weeds. Plants designated by the commissioner of agriculture as "noxious weeds" pursuant
to Minnesota Statutes Section 18.77, subdivision 8.
Prairie. A plant community dominated by a diversity of native perennial herbaceous plants and
grasses.
Temporary erosion control grasses. Grasses (winter wheat, oats, annual rye or regreen) that are
used as single growing season cover or nurse crops to assist in the establishment of permanent
vegetation.

Transitional period. The amount of time needed to change from one type of landscaping to another.
A transitional period must not extend beyond three (3) growing seasons for any specific area.
Turf grass. Grass commonly used in regularly cut and maintained lawns or play areas (including, but
not limited to, bluegrass, fescue, and ryegrass blends) intended to be maintained at a height of no more
than eight (8) inches.
Weeds. All noxious weeds and any undesirable or troublesome plant that is horticulturally out of
place, especially plants that grow profusely where they are not wanted. For the purposes of this chapter,
Taraxacum spp (common dandelion) is not considered to be a weed.
Wetlands. Lands that are transitional between terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water table
is near the surface. The boundary of wetlands, for purposes of this chapter, shall be determined
according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual (1987).

(Ord. No. 2009-21, § 2, 12-22-09)
Sec. 31-3. - Nuisance declared.
It shall be unlawful and a public nuisance for any person having control over any property in the city
to permit or maintain on such property any:
(1)
(2)

Noxious weeds; or
Growth of turf grass or weeds in excess of eight (8) inches in height., if the growth of grass or
weeds occupies an area of at least one hundred forty-four (144) square feet and is located
within two hundred (200) feet of a residence or developed property.

No property owner shall permit such weeds and turf grass to be a public nuisance. Any such public
nuisance must be immediately abated by the property owner by removing the weeds, cutting the turf
grass and removing the clippings.

(Ord. No. 2009-21, § 2, 12-22-09)
Sec. 31-4. - Exemptions.
The following are not considered to be public nuisances:
(1)

Non-noxious weeds and grass vegetation in wetland areas;

(2)

Non-noxious weeds, grasses and herbaceous vegetation that are within fifty (50) feet of
designated stormwater ponds, natural or altered creeks, rivers and stream corridors, including
riparian buffer strips that convey water; provided that they are annually cut to less than eight (8)
inches if the area is located within two hundred (200) feet of an occupied residence or
developed property;

(3)

Non-noxious weeds and grass vegetation growing on property located in any zoning district
that is being actively farmed;

(4)

Temporary erosion control grasses;

(5) Prairie, meadow or natural landscape vegetation that is maintained and includes the cultivation
of native grasses and does not contain any noxious weed growth, provided that a natural
landscape permit is obtained from the city;
(6)

Grass and non-noxious weed vegetation growing in areas designated by the city council as a
natural preserve; and

(7)

Grass, non-noxious weed vegetation and ornamental grasses growing on natural or altered
slopes that are steeper than 2:1.

(Ord. No. 2009-21, § 2, 12-22-09)
Sec. 31-5. - Natural landscape permits.
(a)

(b)

Permit application contents. The natural landscape permit application must contain the following
information:
(1)

The name and address of the applicant;

(2)

The legal description of the property;

(3)

A site plan showing lot lines, public right-of-way, buildings and the location of the proposed
landscaping;

(4)

A general description of the vegetation and plant types to be used, including the Latin and
common names of all of the species; and

(5)

(6)
(c)

Permit required. A natural landscape permit must be obtained from the city by a property owner
desiring to use prairie, meadow or natural landscape vegetation which is not otherwise exempted
by this chapter and is expected to exceed ten (10) inches in overall height.

A specific management and maintenance plan that includes the following information:
a.

A planting diagram showing the location and mature height of all species of vegetation;

b.

Detailed information on the upkeep of each species;

c.

The estimated transitional period, if applicable; and

d.

The plan for elimination of any non-native vegetation.

The name, address, phone number and qualifications of the person or company that will be
responsible for the management and maintenance of the vegetation.

Permit issuance. The chief of police or his/her designee shall review the application and issue the
natural landscape permit unless:
(1)
(2)

The application is incomplete;
The management and maintenance plan is incomplete or inconsistent with the requirements of
this chapter;

(3)

The plan proposes use of non-native grasses; or

(4)

The transitional period for the area to be landscaped is longer than three (3) growing seasons.

A natural landscape permit shall be valid for five (5) years from the date of approval.
(d)

Permit denial; appeal. If the chief of police or his/her designee denies an application for a natural
landscape permit, he or she shall send written notice of the denial to the applicant. The applicant
may appeal the decision to the city council by filing notice of such appeal with the city administrator
within twenty (20) days of the date of the notice. Upon receipt of the notice of appeal, the city council
shall set a public hearing date at which the applicant and any other party wishing to be heard may
have an opportunity to present evidence as to the applicant's compliance with this chapter. If the city
council determines that the applicant has complied with the provisions of this chapter, it shall direct
the chief of police to issue the permit. The city council must affirm the city administrator's denial of
the permit if it determines that the applicant has not complied with the provisions of this chapter.

(e)

Permit revocation. The city administrator may regularly inspect any property holding a natural
landscape permit.
(1)

A natural landscape permit may be revoked by the city administrator for any of the following
reasons:
a.

Weeds are not removed;

(2)

b.

The vegetation is not being maintained to a height of ten (10) inches or less in areas
located within eighteen (18) inches of a public street, sidewalk, trail or alley;

c.

The vegetation is not being maintained to a height of ten (10) inches or less in areas
located within four (4) feet of a side or rear lot line, unless the adjacent property owner has
consented in writing;

d.

The property owner fails to maintain the natural landscape area in a manner consistent
with the management and maintenance plan that was submitted with the permit
application.

For any property that is not in compliance, the chief of police or his/her designee shall give
notice to the holder of the permit by U.S. mail stating that the property must be in compliance
within thirty (30) days. Should that period pass without action by the holder of the permit, the
city administrator or his or her designee shall:
a.

Revoke the natural landscape permit;

b.

Remove all improperly maintained vegetation;

c.

Declare the property ineligible for a natural landscape permit unless sold for a period of two
(2) years; and

d.

Assess the property for all fees associated with inspection of the property and any removal
of improperly maintained vegetation in accordance with assessment provisions of this
chapter.

(Ord. No. 2009-21, § 2, 12-22-09)
Sec. 31-65. - Violations.
(a)

Inspection and notice. The city weed inspector An authorized agent of the city shall make such
inspections as are necessary to determine whether weeds and grass constitute a public nuisance as
defined in this chapter and is hereby authorized to enter onto private property for the purpose of
conducting such inspection. Upon finding such public nuisance, the weed inspector authorized agent
shall send a notice to the record owner of the property by certified mail, U.S. mail or by personal
service ordering the owner to abate the nuisance within ten (10) days of the date of the notice. The
notice shall also state that if the owner fails to abate the nuisance, the city will abate the nuisance
and the expense thereof, if unpaid by the owner, to be levied against the benefited property as a
special assessment. Refusal to accept such notice by the owner of the property shall not constitute a
defense that the notice was not received.

(b)

Abatement by the city. If such nuisance is not abated within the time required, the city may abate
the nuisance. The city weed inspector An authorized agent of the city shall keep a record of the total
cost of the abatement attributable to each property and report such information to the city clerk.

(c)

Owner liability for cost. As soon as the abatement has been completed and the cost determined, the
city shall prepare a bill and mail it to the owner and thereupon the amount shall be immediately due
and payable. If the owner fails to pay the bill, the total charges may be levied as an assessment
against the property. This shall be an additional remedy and not in lieu of any other penalty provided
for in the City Code or state law.

(Ord. No. 2009-21, § 2, 12-22-09)

ARTICLE 3. - LANDSCAPING AND SCREENING
Sec. 4-90. - Purpose.
Landscaping and screening requirements are established to transition between uncomplimentary
land uses, to screen unsightly views, to reduce noise, glare, and stormwater runoff, and to generally
enhance the quality and appearance of development within the city.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)
Sec. 4-100. - Landscape plan required.
(A)

In general. A landscape plan shall be required in support of a site plan or building permit for all new
construction, remodeling, or expansion of commercial, industrial, or multi-family residential uses.

(B)

Review. The City Planner shall review all landscape plans for compliance with the landscaping and
screening requirements outlined within this chapter. For the purposes of this section, all calculations
regarding the number of required plantings shall be rounded to the nearest whole number, unless
indicated otherwise.

(C)

Plan contents. All landscape plans submitted for approval shall contain, at a minimum, the following
information:
(1)

North point and scale.

(2)

The boundary lines of the property with accurate dimensions.

(3)

The location of all driveways, parking areas, sidewalks, structures, utilities, or other features,
existing or proposed, affecting the landscaping and screening of the site.

(4)

The location, size, and identification of all existing trees, shrubs, and other vegetation intended
for use in meeting the planting requirements of this chapter.

(5)

The location, common name, size, and quantity of all proposed landscape materials.

(6)

Proposed seeding or sodding plans for all disturbed areas, including the type of ground cover
and method of application.

(7)

The location and height of any proposed earth berms, fences, or other measures used to
satisfy screening requirements of this chapter.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)
Sec. 4-110. - Landscape design requirements.
Landscape design shall serve to provide visually interesting open space, to reduce the potential
negative impact of development on adjacent land uses, and to facilitate the preservation and
reestablishment of plants native to the region. The following items are required in developing a landscape
plan for submittal to the city:
(1)

The overall composition and location of landscaped areas should complement the scale of the
development and its surroundings.

(2)

Plant materials should be selected and arranged to prevent blocking or obscuring of required
site lighting during all stages of plant growth.

(3)

Plantings at intersections or driveway entrances shall be arranged to allow a permanently
clear, safe sight distance.

(4)

Trees or shrubs shall not be planted under existing or proposed utility lines when their ultimate
height may interfere with the lowest lines.

(5) Vegetation shall be maintained to a height of eight (8) inches or less in areas located within
eighteen (18) inches of a public street, sidewalk, trail, or alley.
(6) Vegetation shall be maintained to a height of eight (8) inches or less in areas located within (4)
four feet of a side or rear lot line unless the vegetation abuts similar vegetation on the adjacent
property or unless it abuts a fence that is a minimum of four (4) feet high and 100 percent
opaque.
(7)

Trees and shrubs shall not be placed over underground drainage and shall maintain adequate
distance from storm sewers, sanitary sewers, and water lines to prevent roots from entering
such facilities.

(8)

Landscaped areas should be of adequate size to promote proper plant growth and to protect
plantings from pedestrian traffic, vehicle traffic, and other types of concentrated activity.

(9)

Landscaped areas and plantings should be located in a manner to prevent spread onto
adjacent properties or right-of-way, and to allow adequate room for proper maintenance.

(10)

A variety of tree and shrub species should be utilized to provide visual, four-season interest.
Not more than fifty (50) percent of the required number of trees or shrubs may be comprised of
any one (1) species.

(11)

Final slopes greater than a 3:1 ratio will not be permitted without special approval or
treatment, such as special seed mixtures or reforestation, terracing, or retaining walls.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99)
Sec. 4-120. - Landscaping requirements, single and two-family residential uses.
A minimum of two (2) trees shall be required per single or two-family residential lot. The trees shall
be placed in the front yard area at least ten (10) feet from the curb line. On corner lots and cul-de-sac
lots, one of the trees may be placed in the side yard area. All remaining lot area not used for structures,
parking area, or driveway shall be landscaped with turf grass, native grasses, ground cover, or other
perennial flowering plants, vines, shrubs, or trees.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99)
Sec. 4-125. - Landscaping requirements, industrial districts.
(A)

[Base number of landscape plantings.] The base number of landscape plantings required on
industrially zoned properties shall be determined by the percent of impervious surface on the
property as shown in the following table. For the purposes of this section, all calculations regarding
the number of required plantings shall be rounded to the nearest whole number.

Percent Impervious Surface

Base Plantings Required

0 — 19%

3 plantings/Acre

20 — 39%

4 plantings/Acre

40 — 59%

5 plantings/Acre

(B)
(C)

60 — 79%

6 plantings/Acre

80 — 100%

7 plantings/Acre

Shrub plantings. No more than 1/3 of the total required plantings shall be shrubs. Perennials and
annuals shall not qualify as shrubs.
Evergreen plantings. A minimum of 1/3 of the required plantings shall be evergreen.

(D)

Planting locations. A minimum of fifty (50) percent of the required base plantings shall be located
within the required front building setback area. If the property has more than one (1) street frontage,
the plantings required within this section shall be evenly divided between the street frontages.

(E)

Landscape transitions. Landscape transitions are established to lessen the impact of industrial uses
on certain less intense land uses, zoning districts, and Interstate 35. Such transitions are required as
follows:
(1)

A fifty (50) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required for properties abutting
Interstate 35. Such plantings shall be planted within the building or parking setback area
adjacent to Interstate 35.

(2)

A fifty (50) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if the property is
adjacent to a Public Park, Trail, or Open Space. Such plantings shall be planted in the setback
area immediately adjacent to the Public Park. Trail, or Open Space. If a trail is located adjacent
to or within the public right-of-way it is exempt from this provision.

(3)

A fifty (50) percent in the base number of plantings is required if the property is adjacent to a
residential use or zoning district. Such plantings shall be planted in the setback area adjacent to
the residential use or zoning district.

(4)

A maximum increase of seventy-five (75) percent increase in the base number of plantings
shall be required on any one (1) property. In cases where two (2) or more of the above criteria
are met, the plantings shall be evenly distributed and planted in the building setback area along
the property line for which the increased plantings are required.

(F)

Interior landscaping of parking lots. In all parking areas that contain more than fifty (50) parking
spaces, a landscaped island of not less than one hundred (100) square feet shall be provided for
each twenty-five (25) parking spaces or fraction thereof, and shall contain one (1) tree which
provides shade or is capable of providing shade upon maturity, as illustrated in Figure 4-4. The
remainder of the landscaped area shall be covered with turf grass, native grasses, or other perennial
flowering plants, vines, shrubs, trees, or landscape rock a minimum of one and one-half (1½) inch in
size.

(G)

Lawn coverage. All areas, excluding those within the public right-of-way, which are disturbed by
grading and not built upon, paved, retained as natural area, or covered with other landscaping
materials shall be seeded or sodded to provide complete coverage. Disturbed areas located within
the public right-of-way shall be sodded. Disturbed areas located within the public right-of-way
unmaintained ditch areas may be seeded, subject to approval by the City Engineer.

(H)

Screening. When screening is required, as stated in other sections of this chapter, the following
standards shall apply:
(1)

The screening shall be a minimum of six (6) feet in height.

(2)

The screening shall have a minimum of ninety (90) percent opacity.

(3)

(4)

If landscaping is used for the screening, the plantings shall be evergreen and a minimum of six
(6) in height when planted. A ninety (90) percent opacity level shall be obtained within two (2)
years.
Screening shall be required when the area is visible from one (1) of the following areas:
a.

A residential zoning district or use.

b.

A public park, trail, or open space.

c.

Interstate 35, a State Highway, or County Highway.

(Ord. No. 2008-09, § 1, 5-13-08; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)
Sec. 4-130. - Landscaping requirements, all other uses.
(A)

(B)
(C)

The base number of landscape plantings required for all other uses shall be determined by the
percent of impervious surface on the property as shown in the following table. For the purposes of
this section, all calculations regarding the number of required plantings shall be rounded to the
nearest whole number.

Percent Impervious Surface

Base Plantings Required

0 — 19%

5 plantings/Acre

20 — 39%

7 plantings/Acre

40 — 59%

8 plantings/Acre

60 — 79%

10 plantings/Acre

80 — 100%

12 plantings/Acre

Shrub plantings. No more than one-third ( 1/3 ) of the total required plantings shall be shrubs.
Perennials and annuals shall not qualify as shrubs.
Evergreen plantings. A minimum of one-third ( 1/3 ) of the required plantings shall be evergreen.

(D)

Planting locations. A minimum of fifty (50) percent of the required base plantings shall be located
within the required front building setback area. If the property has more than one (1) street frontage,
the plantings required within this section shall be evenly divided between the street frontages.

(E)

Landscape transitions. Landscape transitions are established to lessen the impact of more intense
land uses on certain less intense land uses. Such transitions are required as follows:
(1)

A fifty (50) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if the property is
adjacent to a public park, trail, or open space. Such plantings shall be planted in the setback
area immediately adjacent to the public park, trail, or open space. If a trail is located
immediately adjacent to or within the public right-of-way, it is exempt from this provision.

(2)

A seventy-five (75) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if a
commercial property is adjacent to an elementary school. Such plantings shall be planted in the
setback area adjacent to the elementary school.

(3)

A seventy-five (75) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if the high
density residential use is adjacent to a medium density residential use or a medium density
residential use is adjacent to a high density residential use. Such plantings shall be planted in
the setback area adjacent to the neighboring use.

(4)

A seventy-five (75) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if the medium
density residential use is adjacent to a single- or two-family residential use or if a single- or twofamily residential use is adjacent to a medium density residential use. Such plantings shall be
planted in the setback area adjacent to the neighboring use.

(5)

A one hundred (100) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if a high
density residential use is adjacent to a single- or two-family use or if the single- or two-family is
adjacent to a high density residential use. Such plantings shall be planted in the setback area
adjacent to the neighboring use.

(6)

A one hundred (100) percent increase in the base number of plantings is required if the
commercial property is adjacent to a residential use or zoning district. Such plantings shall be
planted in the setback area adjacent to the residential use or zoning district.

(7)

The base number of plantings shall be adjusted by the number of stories in the building
according to the table below. A story is defined as provided in Section 1-120.

One Story

0% Increase

Two Story

25% Increase

Three Story

50% Increase

Four + Story

100% Increase

(8)

A maximum increase of one hundred fifty (150) percent in the base number of plantings shall be
required on any one (1) property. In cases where two (2) or more of the above criteria are met, the
plantings shall be evenly distributed and planted in the building setback area along the property line
for which the increased plantings are required.

(F)

Rain garden and bio-retention cell discount. A discount in the total number of landscape plantings
required may be allowed for properly installed and maintained rain gardens and bio-retention cells
due to their ability to enhance the landscaped environment. A properly installed rain garden or bioretention cell provides numerous plantings that are not considered trees or shrubs but add to the
landscaped environment. A discount is being provided based on the square footage of the rain
garden or bio-retention cell as stated below:

0 — 5000 total square feet
5,001 — 10,000 total square feet

10% discount
20% discount

10,001 + total square feet

(G)

30% discount

Interior landscaping of parking lots. In all parking areas that contain more than fifty (50) parking
spaces, a landscaped island of not less than one-hundred (100) square feet shall be provided for
each twenty-five (25) parking spaces or fraction thereof, and shall contain one (1) tree which
provides shade or is capable of providing shade upon maturity, as illustrated in Figure 4-4. The
remainder of the landscaped area shall be covered with turf grass, native grasses, or other perennial
flowering plants, vines, shrubs, trees, or landscape rock a minimum of one and one-half (1½) inch in
size.

Figure 4-4
(H)

Lawn coverage. All areas, excluding those within the public right-of-way, which are disturbed by
grading and not built upon, paved, retained as natural area, or covered with other landscaping
materials shall be seeded or sodded to provide complete coverage. Disturbed areas located within
the public right-of-way shall be sodded. Disturbed areas located within the public right of way
unmaintained ditch areas may be seeded, subject to approval by the City Engineer.

(I)

Screening. When screening is required, as stated in other sections of this chapter, the following
standards shall apply:
(1)

The screening shall be a minimum of six (6) feet in height.

(2)

The screening shall have a minimum of ninety (90) percent opacity.

(3)

(4)

If landscaping is used for the screening, the plantings shall be evergreen and a minimum of six
(6) [feet] in height when planted. A ninety (90) percent opacity level shall be obtained within two
(2) years.
Screening shall be required when the area is visible from one (1) of the following areas:
a.

A residential zoning district or use.

b.

A public park, trail, or open space.

c.

Interstate 35, a State Highway, or County Highway.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99; Ord. No. 2008-09, § 1, 5-13-08; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)

Sec. 4-140. - Reserved.

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, adopted June 8, 2010, repealed § 4-140 in its entirety.
The former § 4-140 pertained to landscaped buffer areas and derived from Ord. No. 99-20, § 1,
adopted Nov. 23, 1999; Ord. No. 2008-09, § 1, adopted May 13, 2008.
Sec. 4-150. - Landscaping materials.
(A)

In general. All plant materials must meet the standards set by the American Association of
Nurserymen and be of a variety that is indigenous to the hardiness zone in which Faribault is
located.

(B)

Minimum plant size. All plant materials shall meet the minimum size standards identified in Table 43. For the purposes of determining tree trunk size, the diameter shall be measured six (6) inches
above ground level.
Table 4-3. Minimum plant size for landscape materials.

Plant Type

Minimum Plant Size
Trees

Evergreen

4—5 feet in height

Deciduous

1—1½ inches in diameter

Deciduous ornamental

1 inch in diameter
Shrubs

(C)

Evergreen

18″ in height

Deciduous

18″ in height

Existing plant material. Existing, healthy plant material may be utilized to satisfy landscaping
requirements, provided it meets the minimum plant size specified in Table 4-3.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)
Sec. 4-160. - Installation and maintenance of required landscaping.
(A)

In general. All landscaping materials depicted on plans approved by the city shall be considered as
required elements of the project.

(B)

Installation requirements. All landscape material and required screening shall be installed prior to
issuance of a final certificate of occupancy. A temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued

without the installation, provided a financial security shall be submitted, in an amount established by
the City Council, to ensure the remaining improvements are completed. The remaining
improvements shall be installed when weather conditions are favorable.
(C)

Maintenance and care. The landowner shall be responsible for the continued maintenance of
landscape materials to remain in compliance with all requirements of this chapter. Plant material that
exhibits evidence of insect pests, disease, or damage shall be appropriately treated and dead plants
promptly removed and replaced within the next planting season.

(D)

Inspection. All landscaping shall be subject to periodic inspection by the City Planner. Landscaping
that is not installed, maintained, or replaced as needed to comply with the approved landscape plan
shall be considered in violation of the terms of the site plan or building permit. The landowner shall
receive notice of such violation in accordance with code enforcement requirements as specified in
Section 2-620.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99; Ord. No. 2008-09, § 1, 5-13-08; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)
Editor's note— Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, adopted June 8, 2010, changed the title of § 4-160 from
"Installation and maintenance of required landscaping and buffering methods" to "Installation
and maintenance of required landscaping".
Sec. 4-170. - Substitutions or reductions of required landscaping.
The City Planner may approve the substitution or reduction of planting requirements where one (1)
or more of the following conditions are shown to exist:
(1)

The proposal will allow site development that is more consistent with the historic nature of the
area.

(2)

Existing plant materials, walls, fences, or the topography of the site and its surroundings make
the required landscaping less necessary.

(3)

The required landscaping would hinder truck access and service necessary to the operation of
the use or create a hazard by obstructing a motorist's view of traffic.

(4)

The required landscaping would reduce necessary surveillance of the site for security
purposes.

(Ord. No. 99-20, § 1, 11-23-99; Ord. No. 2010-09, § 1, 6-8-10)

Photographs of Front Yard Landscapes in Faribault
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Environmental Commission Memorandum
TO:

Environmental Commission

THROUGH:

Deanna Kuennen, Community & Economic Development
Director

FROM:

David Wanberg, City Planner

MEETING DATE:

July 27, 2020

SUBJECT:

Tools to Promote Pollinators and Natural Landscapes

Background:
The Environmental Commission has espoused the value of pollinators and
natural landscapes in Faribault. The Commission has recommended the
removal of barriers in the City’s ordinances that discourage property owners
from planting and maintaining pollinator vegetation and natural landscapes.
However, the Commission also wishes to promote the installation and proper
maintenance of pollinator plantings and natural landscaping.
This memorandum lists potential opportunities to promote pollinators and
natural landscapes. Because the City has limited resources and time, the
Environmental Commission should identify those opportunities, if any, that it
wants to prioritize.
Potential Opportunities
Landscapes:

to

Promote

Pollinators

and

Natural

1. Demonstration Areas. Create, or work with others to create, areas that
can demonstrate pollinator-friendly landscapes and natural landscapes.
Clearly state the intended purpose of the demonstration areas and
measurements of success. Potential demonstration areas may include
the following:
•

High profile City property. City parks (like the new Meadows Park,
North and South Alexander, etc.), community facilities (like City
Hall and the Faribault Public Library), or highly visible and
accessible public open space (often associated with right-of-way
and stormwater basins).

3D
•

Partner with civic organizations. River Bend Nature Center, public
and private schools (Cannon River STEM School), and others may
be willing to host and maintain a demonstration area.
Organizations like Rice Soil and Water Conservation District,
GROWS, Master Gardeners, and Cannon River Watershed
Partnership may be willing to participate.

•

Partner with the private sector.
Sage Glass Saint-Gobain,
Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, Daikin Applied, and others
may be willing to host and maintain a demonstration area.

2. Garden Tours. If there is a critical mass of worthwhile pollinator gardens
and natural landscapes in the community, the City could partner with
others to promote (or help organize) an annual tour of the gardens.
Ideally, a service organization would take the lead on this effort.
3. City Website and Publications. The City can include information and
links on its website. The City can also work with others to distribute
existing informational brochures. The City may also be able to create a
brochure that includes locally pertinent information. The City can also
publish articles in the Buckham Bulletin and distribute a smaller flyer in
the City utility bills.
4. Annual Environmental Fair.
The Environmental Commission can
consider hosting an annual environmental fair that could include vendors
and seminars related to pollinators and natural landscapes.
5. Recognition and Awards. As a means to promote exemplary gardens
and landscapes, the Environmental Commission could offer and award
or some sort of recognition/publicity.
In addition to the above list, there are many other options the Commission
could consider.
Requested Action:
Does the Environmental Commission wish to put effort into promoting
pollinators and natural landscapes? If so, what are the Commission’s priorities
and timeline.
Attachments:
• None
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Environmental Commission Memorandum
TO:

Environmental Commission

THROUGH:

Deanna Kuennen, Community & Economic Development
Director

FROM:

David Wanberg, City Planner

MEETING DATE:

July 27, 2020

SUBJECT:

Introduction to the Faribault Natural Resources
Inventory and Management Plan -2002

Background:
At the June 29 meeting of the Environmental Commission, City Staff briefly
mentioned that the City of Faribault has a Natural Resources Plan that was
prepared in the early 2000s. Commissioner’s expressed an interest in
reviewing the Plan. City Staff placed a PDF copy of the Plan on the City’s
website:
https://www.ci.faribault.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/5784/FaribaultNatural-Resources-Inventory-and-Managment-Plan-August-2002
Requested Action:
Environmental Commission members should feel free to review the Plan on
their own as their time permits. It is a fairly basic plan that includes an
inventory and some general recommendations. It also includes natural
resource-related ordinances from other communities. While these ordinances
are likely out-of-date, they may trigger discussion about possible ordinance
amendments in Faribault.
The Environmental Commission should provide City Staff direction as to
whether the Commission wants to discuss this Plan in more detail at a future
Environmental Commission meeting.
Attachments:
• None

