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Council Work Session Memorandum
TO:

City Council

FROM:

Tim Murray, City Administrator

MEETING DATE:

April 6, 2021

SUBJECT:

South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Initiative

Discussion:
A bill was introduced by Rep. Todd Lippert of Northfield this legislative
session (HF 1393) that is requesting $500,000 in funding to prepare a
feasibility study and alternatives analysis of a passenger rail corridor
connecting Minneapolis and St. Paul to Albert Lea on existing rail line and
passing through Faribault and Northfield.
Northfield City Councilmember Suzie Nakasian recently reached out to
Mayor Voracek regarding this initiative, and Northfield City Administrator
Ben Martig has provided the materials they prepared in support of the bill.
They are requesting that the Faribault City Council consider adopting a
resolution to be submitted in support of the bill.
A similar rail proposal was discussed in 2015, but was never funded so a
feasibility study was never completed. Support for that proposal included
the City of Faribault as well as 40+/- other stakeholders.
Attachments:
• HF 1393 and memo
• Northfield 2021-03-16 Council Packet materials
• 2021-03-09 Letter to Senator Draheim w/ attachments
• Email correspondence
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State of Minnesota

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
NINETY-SECOND SESSION
02/22/2021

H. F. No.

1393

Authored by Lippert and Hausman
The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Transportation Finance and Policy

1.1

A bill for an act

1.2
1.3

relating to transportation; appropriating money for a passenger rail feasibility study
in southern Minnesota.

1.4

1.5
1.6

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:
Section 1. APPROPRIATION; NORTHFIELD CORRIDOR PASSENGER RAIL
FEASIBILITY STUDY.

1.7

$500,000 in fiscal year 2022 is appropriated from the general fund to the commissioner

1.8

of transportation for a feasibility study and alternatives analysis of a passenger rail corridor

1.9

connecting Minneapolis and St. Paul to Albert Lea on existing rail line and passing through

1.10

Faribault and Northfield and auxiliary east-west passenger rail service connecting Mankato

1.11

and Winona on existing rail line and passing through Owatonna and Rochester.

Section 1.

1

Bill Summary

H.F. 1393
As introduced
Subject

Passenger rail feasibility study

Authors

Lippert and Hausman

Analyst

Matt Burress

Date

March 22, 2021

Summary
This bill appropriates $500,000 from the general fund to the Minnesota Department of
Transportation for a feasibility study of passenger lines connecting (1) Minneapolis, Northfield,
Faribault, and Albert Lea; and (2) Mankato, Owatonna, Rochester, and Winona.

Minnesota House Research Department provides nonpartisan legislative, legal, and information services to the Minnesota
House of Representatives. This document can be made available in alternative formats.
www.house.mn/hrd | 651-296-6753 | 155 State Office Building | St. Paul, MN 55155
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File #: Res. 2021-027, Version: 1
City Council Meeting Date: March 16, 2021
To:

Mayor and City Council

From:

Ben Martig, City Administrator

Consider Resolution of Support for State General Funds for a Corridor Study of Regional Passenger Rail
Service Connecting South Central Minnesota and the Twin Cities on Existing Rail Line Through Northfield.
Action Requested:
Staff recommends a motion to approve Resolution of Support for State General Funds for a Corridor Study of
Regional Passenger Rail Service Connecting South Central Minnesota and the Twin Cities on Existing Rail
Line through Northfield.
Summary Report:
In 2015, the City Councils of Northfield and Faribault, the Rice County Board of Commissioner, and over 40
other regional stakeholders (cities, counties, colleges, chambers and Convention and Visitors Bureaus) in
support of a request for State designation of a regional passenger rail corridor connecting South Central
Minnesota to Saint Paul Union Station and Minneapolis/Target Field Station using existing rail line through
Albert Lea, Owatonna, Faribault and Northfield. In 2016, the State granted added the South Central Minnesota
(Albert Lea - Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor to the 2010 Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan (See Map 1).
The South Central Minnesota Rail Corridor connects the southern tier of the State (counties south of the 7County Twin Cities Metro) to a connected statewide network of passenger rail corridors that make use of
existing rail line to connect (or re-connect) the most populated regions of Greater Minnesota with the largest
urban centers of our State and wider Midwest region.
The Corridor includes two potential routes between Northfield and the Twin Cities: both make use of existing
rail line to connect Saint Paul Union Depot and Minneapolis Target Field Station, and both do so using existing
rail line that happens to run directly below the bridge that carries the University of Minnesota Twin Cities
InterCampus Busway (See Map 2) Towards the southern border of the State, the South Central Passenger Rail
Corridor designation includes an east west subsidiary passenger rail designation, that offers potential
connections at Owatonna to cities including Mankato, Rochester and Winona on existing rail line through
Owatonna (See Map 3).
In addition to restoring regional transit to the southern tier of Minnesota, passenger rail service on the South
Central Minnesota Rail Corridor opens the way for inter-state regional passenger rail service on the same line
that continues due south of the State border to offer connections to Des Moines, Kansas City, Oklahoma City,
Austin, Dallas/Fort Worth and San Antonio using existing rail line. Along the way, the rail corridor intersects
with four of the most popular national long distance passenger rail lines serving the West and Southwest (See
Map 4). The restoration of passenger rail service on the inter-state extension of the line, would open a timeCity of Northfield
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saving shortcut into Minnesota from the South making it possible for millions of rail passengers to enter
Minnesota on a straight shot from the south - instead of having to travel by way of Minot or Milwaukee.
Review of the attached maps makes clear the strategic significance of the South Central Minnesota Passenger
Rail Corridor for reintroducing a reliable regional transit option to South Central Minnesota, AND at the same
time, significantly improving Minnesota’s strategic location within the Nation’s Passenger Rail Network. The
return of passenger service in the South Central Rail Corridor is a cost-effective way to re-introduce regional
mass transit to the Southern Tier of the State, and at the same time serves as an instant ridership multiplier for
all of the existing local transit and “end mile” service options that serve Minnesota’s communities.
Owing to strong ridership projections for the rail corridor, and its potential for accommodating both in-state and
interstate regional rail service, the South Central Minnesota (Albert Lea to Twin Cities) Corridor is the now
identified as the top ranked “Phase One” Passenger rail corridor in the State Rail Plan - next in line for study
and potential development.
The next step needed for the development of passenger service on the line, is the required engineering study of
the line that has been requested by MnDOT to identify both the routes for the line and the specific upgrades
needed to introduce passenger rail service on the corridor. The following is the language of the request for
funding:
$500,000 in fiscal year 2022 is appropriated from the general fund to the commissioner of transportation
for a feasibility study and alternatives analysis of the passenger rail corridor connecting Saint Paul/
Minneapolis to Albert Lea on existing rail line through Faribault and Northfield; and auxiliary east west
passenger rail service connecting Mankato to Winona on existing rail line through Owatonna and Rochester.
Attached Maps:
Map 1 Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan Map of Designated Regional Passenger Rail Corridors - including the
South Central (Albert Lea-Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor.
Map 2 the South Central (Albert Lea-Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor - including two routes (North
of Northfield) that are approved for study and their connection to the University of Minnesota Inter-Campus
Busway
Map 3 Subsidiary East-West Regional Passenger Rail Corridor Designation - connecting MankatoOwatonna-Rochester and Winona on existing rail line
Map 4 National Amtrak System -revised with the addition of the South Central (Albert Lea-Twin Cities)
Corridor - which exponentially improves Minnesota's strategic location within the Nation's Passenger Rail
Network.
The designated Phase One Passenger Rail Corridor:
·
·
·

·
·

makes use of existing rail infrastructure
The upgrades to existing rail infrastructure serves to benefit freight rail and passenger conveyance alike.
Northfield’s passenger rail corridor (and the other regional corridors proposed for our State) will consist
of conventional speed or "high-enough speed" rail service as compared with the far more expensive
infrastructure and right-of-way purchase required for high speed rail projects
Introduces a reliable safe and affordable source of regional transit option for Northfield as well as
Faribault, Owatonna and Albert Lea
Serves Northfield's beautifully renovated Historic Depot and Transit Hub Facility project that is
strategically sited and located in anticipation of the potential return of rail service.
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·
·

Provides connections from Northfield to existing transit centers in other cities including Faribault,
Rosemount, Farmington,
Connects to both St Paul Union Station and Minneapolis Target Field Station, and importantly does so
on existing rail line that happens to run directly beneath the bridge that carries the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities Inter-Campus busway.

In addition to serving commuter (point to point) vehicular traffic on the I-35 corridor, the restoration of
passenger service on the South Central Minnesota corridor introduces a safe and reliable means for students to
access the University of Minnesota Twin Cities Campus, and more than 30 private colleges and vocational
schools along the corridor including Mankato State and South Central Community College, Carleton and St.
Olaf Colleges.
The availability of regional passenger rail service in other States has proven effective in attracting business
investment and employers. For this reason, the campaign to designate the corridor for passenger rail was
generously supported by many regional employers, chambers and CVBs.
Passenger rail is also supported by groups representing the two fastest growing demographic blocks in our State
and Country: Seniors (many of whom prefer to avoid long distance driving) and Millennials who proclivity for
mass transit is very well attested - even here in Minnesota.
The potential restoration of regional passenger service on the South Central Minnesota Rail Corridor would reintroduce a regional transit alternative to central Minnesota cities south of the Twin Cities 7-County Metro - a
vast southern third of our State that has been unserved by regional mass transit since the last passenger train left
Northfield's Depot for St Paul Union Depot in 1967.
Beyond Albert Lea to the Twin Cities, the restoration of passenger rail service on the Corridor will open the
opportunity for inter-(rail) line connections to the 5 other Phase One passenger rail corridors that are already
underway in other regions of Greater Minnesota, those being:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

NLX - Northern Lights Express between St Paul -Duluth
Western Wisconsin Rail Service from St Paul - Eau Claire (a public private partnership)
TCMC - Twin Cities Milwaukee Rail service - St Paul - Milwaukee - Chicago and points further east
Amtrak Empire Builder Service West to Seattle, and
NorthStar Commuter Rail Service - from Minneapolis to Big Lake/St Cloud (with potential service
further to Moorhead and Winnipeg, Canada)

Taken together, this connected network of rail corridors opens the opportunity for dozens of "origindestination" pairs within our great state, and introduces a powerful "ridership multiplier" for all of the public
and private transit modalities local transit, taxi, Uber, rideshare) that serve the communities along the corridor.
Benefits of the South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor for our State:
In addition to the benefit of passenger rail service for in-state travelers, the inter-state potential of the passenger
rail corridor, offers a significant double benefit for interstate travel and our State's tourism industry.
As shown on the amended Amtrak map, the South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor runs on an
existing rail corridor that continues south of our State border to existing station stops in American cities
including Mason City, Des Moines, Kansas City, Wichita, Oklahoma City, Austin, Dallas/Fort Worth and San
Antonio. Along the way, that same section of rail (referred to as the American "Spine Line" by railroad
City of Northfield
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professionals, intersects with four of the nation's most popular long-distance passenger trains from the
American West and South West . Restoration of passenger service on the full reach of that "spine line" (from
San Antonio to Duluth) would create a time-saving "short-cut" into our great state from the south for the
millions of passengers who travel aboard those lines each year - making it possible, for instance, for tourists to
enter Minnesota on a straight shot from the south, rather than having to travel to Minnesota by way of Minot
(SD) or Milwaukee.
Minnesota's investment in the required engineering study of our portion of the rail line would, therefore, serve
the double benefit of opening the line for in-state travel, AND opening the way for the same corridor to be
considered for incorporation into the national passenger rail network that comes under the purview of the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA). The FRA is currently working on a regional passenger rail map for the
Upper Midwest, so the timing of this corridor study could not be better!
In short, State investment in the South Central Minnesota Regional Passenger Rail Corridor offers to restore a
regional transit connection to the southern tier of our State, and open a time saving short-cut into our beautiful
state for passengers travelling aboard the vast national passenger rail network just south of our border.
The study of our passenger rail corridor is needed to further analyze the opportunities and challenges along the
corridor. The information gathered would inform the rail companies more about the viability and address issues
such as congestion related to other freight uses of the existing lines. Additionally, local community issues such
as impact to highway crossings and noise also would require additional exploration. Total cost also is
necessary.
The study is required to determine the particular logistics of the rail corridor including the line's routes, station
stops and the infrastructure needed to accommodate the addition of passenger service while also expediting
commercial freight conveyance on the same line.
Representatives Lippert and Hausman have authored HF1393 (see attached). There is no companion Senate
bill at this time.
Alternative Options:
The Council could choose not to support the resolution.
Financial Impacts:
The funding request amount is $500,000 for State funds.
Tentative Timelines:
The resolution would be provided to our legislators and other key legislative stakeholders in the event this is
approved.
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CITY OF NORTHFIELD, MN
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2021-027

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT FOR STATE GENERAL FUNDS FOR A CORRIDOR STUDY OF
REGIONAL PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE CONNECTING SOUTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA AND
THE TWIN CITIES ON EXISTING RAIL LINE THROUGH NORTHFIELD

WHEREAS the City of Northfield unanimously adopted Motion 2014-207 “approving a letter of support
endorsing inter-city passenger rail between Northfield and the Minneapolis Metropolitan Area” that
included background information requesting MNDOT to revise the 2010 Minnesota State Rail Plan with
the addition of a passenger rail corridor connecting South Central Minnesota and the Twin Cities Metro
using existing rail infrastructure through Northfield; and
WHEREAS other cities, post-secondary institutions, chambers of commerce, businesses and community
groups joined in passing similar resolutions in support of regional passenger rail connections to the
southern tier of the State; and
WHEREAS MnDOT revised the Minnesota State Rail Plan in 2015 with the addition of a regional
passenger rail corridor designation connecting South Central Minnesota to the Twin Cities on existing rail
line through Northfield, and also identified the corridor as a top ranked Phase One Corridor in the Revised
Rail Plan; and
WHEREAS the Phase One designation of the South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor through
Northfield makes the project eligible for immediate study and potential implementation; and
WHEREAS Legislators have introduced a HF1393 to authorize the funds requested by MnDOT to
continue implementation of Phase One Passenger Rail Projects including $500,000 in general funds to
complete a comprehensive planning study of the South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor; and
BE IT RESOLVED that the Northfield City Council supports study of the South Central Regional
Passenger Rail corridor and State authorization of the $500,000 in general funds that MnDOT has
requested to move the project forward.
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Northfield on this 16th day of March, 2021.

ATTEST

_______________________
City Clerk

VOTE:

___ POWNELL

________________________
Mayor

___ REISTER ___ GRABAU

___ NAKASIAN

___ NESS ___ PETERSON WHITE ___ ZUCCOLOTTO

Map 1

South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor:
A Phase I Passenger Rail Project in the Revised
2015 Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan
Stillwater

Minneapolis/
Target Field
Station

Oak Park
Heights

University of Minnesota
Inter-City Campus Busway

Hudson
To Eau Claire

â

St. Paul

St. Louis
Park

Edina
MinneapolisSt. Paul
International
Airport

Bloomington

Shakopee

Mendota Heights

Inver Grove Heights

Cottage Grove

Savage

â

To St. Peter and Mankato
Hastings

Rosemount

To Milwaukee and Chicago

â

Lakeville
Farmington

Legend
So. Central Minnesota Corridor: Albert LeaNorthfield- Twin Cities (Phase I)
St. Paul- Eau Clair (West Central WI Rail Coalition)
North Star Line: Minneapolis- St. Cloud- Moorehead
(Phase I)
Amtrak Empire Builder Chicago Seattle via St. Paul
Northern Lights Express (NLX) St. Paul- Duluth
(in advanced planning)
Great River Rail Corridor (TCMC) Twin CitiesMilwaukee- Chicago (in advanced Planning)

Northfield

To Faribault, Owatonna, Albert Lea/Austin and
inter-state points south incl. Des Moines,
Kansas City, OKC,Fort Worth/Dallas, Austin
and San Antonio on existing rail line
(see revised Amtrak map)

Interstate Highway
Minnesota Highway
0

3

1/2/2020

6
Mi

±

â

South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Network

showing potential passengar rail connections in southern Minnesota
Legend

So. Central Minnesota Corridor: Albert LeaNorthfield- Twin Cities (Phase I)

Minneapolis/
Target Field
Station

St. Paul- Eau Clair (West Central WI Rail Coalition)
North Star Line: Minneapolis- St. Cloud- Moorehead
(Phase I)
Amtrak Empire Builder Chicago Seattle via St. Paul
Northern Lights Express (NLX) St. Paul- Duluth
(in advanced planning)
Great River Rail Corridor (TCMC) Twin CitiesMilwaukee- Chicago (in advanced Planning)
CP Rail Line
Proposed Rochester- Saint Paul Zip Rail
(suspended indefinitely)

Bloomington

0

5

1/2/2020

10
Mi

MSP
Int.
Airport

Oak Park Heights

Mendota
Heights

Shakopee

±

Stillwater

St. Paul

Savage

Interstate Highway
Minnesota Highway

U of M
Inter-City
Campus
Busway

Hudson

Eau Claire

Cottage Grove

Rosemount

Hastings

Farmington
Red Wing

Northfield

St. Peter

Faribault

Mankato

To Milwaukee
and Chicago
Owatonna

Winona
Rochester

Albert Lea

â

To inter-state points incl. Des Moines, Kansas City
and San Antonio on existing rail line
(see revised Amtrak map)

Austin

â

Amtrak Passenger Rail System

revised to include the South Central Minnesota Regional Passenger Rail Corridor
and the inter-state connections on existing rail line

he

(
!

oc
st

Mason City

(
!
! !
(
(
R

Northfield
(
!
Mankato
Owatonna

er

Des Moines

(
!

(
!

(
!

( Witchita
!

(
!

( !
!
(
(
!

(
!
(
!

Mankato

Owatonna

0
Albert Lea

Austin

10

Amtrak Passenger Rail Network

Winona

Rochester

Amtrak Connecting Thruway Bus Service

20

Miles
40

South Central Minnesota Rail Corridor: (a Phase I Project in the Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan)
runs on existing (Union Pacific) freight rail line that continues south to San Antonio
East-west (CP) freight rail line connects at Owatonna to Mankato, Rochester & Winona
on existing rail line across southern MN

500

250

0

Miles
500

[

City of Northfield

aMa

City Hall
801 Washington Street
Northfield, MN 55057
ci. northfield.

mn. us

Legislation Text
M2014 -207

File #: 14 -258, Version:

1

City Council Meeting Date: December 9, 2014
To:

Mayor and City Council
City Administrator

From:

Councilor Suzie Nakasian

Subject:

Inter -City Passenger Rail Initiative
Action Requested:

The Northfield City Council will consider a letter of support endorsing inter -city passenger rail between
Northfield and the Minneapolis Metropolitan Area.

Summary Report:

A grass roots effort is forming to restore inter -city passenger rail service between Minneapolis to Albert Lea. In
order to do so, MNDOT must amend their Comprehensive Statewide Freight and Passenger Rail Plan. This

plan currently identifies the proposed line as Tier Two. The intent with forming this active coalition of
communities along the rail corridor is to elevate the project status to Tier One. If successful, MNDOT will then
proceed with a preliminary study.

To date, two regional meetings have been held in Northfield on this topic. This matter is officially endorsed by
Representative David Bly. These sessions have been well attended from metro and communities throughout
southern Minnesota. The most recent session held on December 3rd presented the attached letter asking cities to
endorse.

Staff notes that this project ties in with other related local initiatives including the proposed Save the Northfield

Depot Project and Transit Hub concept previously discussed by the City Council which will be brought back
for discussion in January 2015.

Finally, Councilmember Suzie Nakasian has been very active in this effort and will provide greater background
to the issue, proposed role for the Northfield City Council and immediate steps moving forward.
Alternative Options:
None

Financial Impacts:
At this point there is no financial consideration.
Tentative Timelines:
City of Northfield
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This matter is time sensitive as the Comprehensive State Rail Plan is updated every 10 years with the current
round of public comments coming to a close January 2015.
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Minnesota
December 9, 2014

Dave Christianson

MnDOT Passenger Rail ( Mail Stop 480)
395 John Ireland Boulevard
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155
Dear Mr. Christianson,

Representatives of the Northfield City Council have met with the leaders of other communities in our
region to explore a common interest in pursuing restored inter -city regional passenger rail service from

south central Minnesota to the Twin Cities on existing rail lines through Northfield.
The Northfield City Council supports restored intercity regional passenger rail service between our south
central Minnesota

communities

and the Metropolitan

area, as well as the potential inter -state rail

connections that our particular rail line would open for Minnesotans by virtue of the intersection of our

line with 3 of Amtrak' s most heavily trafficked inter -state lines, immediately to the south of us ( Kansas
City and Des Moines). We feel strongly that this project presents sufficient merit as to warrant serious
study for possible development in the next five years.
The 2009 Minnesota Comprehensive Statewide Freight and Passenger Rail Plan identifies the Northfield

Metropolitan corridor for Tier II development. Elevation of rail service on one of the existing rail lines
connecting Northfield to the Twin Cities to Tier One status for purposes of an evaluative preliminary
study is more than justified by the forecasted levels of usage, the apparent technical and financial
feasibility of this project in comparison to other proposed passenger rail projects, and the enthusiastic
support of the undersigned

affected communities.

We strongly encourage MnDOT to elevate restored regional inter -city passenger rail service from south
central Minnesota on existing rail lines through Northfield to Tier One status in the State' s revised Rail

Plan, and urge MnDOT to commence an evaluative study of that routing as part of your statewide rail
planning.

Respectfully,

Dana Graham
Mayor of Northfield

P.)
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To:
Date

Senator Rich Draheim
3/9/2021

Re: Funding for the South Central Minnesota (Albert Lea- Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor
Study

Background:
In 2015, the City Councils of Northfield and Faribault, the Rice County Board of Commissioner,
and over 40 other regional stakeholders (cities, counties, colleges, chambers and cvbs) joined
in support of a request for State designation of a regional passenger rail corridor connecting
South Central Minnesota to Saint Paul Union Station and Minneapolis/Target Field Station using
existing rail line through Albert Lea, Owatonna, Faribault and Northfield. In 2016, the State
granted added the South Central Minnesota (Albert Lea - Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor
to the 2010 Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan (See Map 1).
The South Central Minnesota Rail Corridor connects the southern tier of the State (counties
south of the 7-County Twin Cities Metro) to a connected statewide network of passenger rail
corridors that make use of existing rail line to connect (or re-connect) the most populated
regions of Greater Minnesota with the largest urban centers of our State and wider midwest
region.
The Corridor includes two potential routes between Northfield and the Twin Cities: both make
use of existing rail line to connect Saint Paul Union Depot and Minneapolis Target Field Station,
and both do so using existing rail line that happens to run directly below the bridge that carries
the University of Minnesota Twin Cities InterCampus Busway (See Map 2) Towards the
southern border of the State, the South Central Passenger Rail Corridor designation includes an
east west subsidiary passenger rail designation, that offers potential connections at Owatonna
to cities including Mankato, Rochester and Winona on existing rail line through Owatonna (See
Map 3).
In addition to restoring regional transit to the southern tier of Minnesota, passenger rail service
on the South Central Minnesota Rail Corridor opens the way for inter-state regional passenger
rail service on the same line that continues due south of the State border to offer connections to
Des Moines, Kansas City, Oklahoma City, Austin, Dallas/Fort Worth and San Antonio using
existing rail line. Along the way, the rail corridor intersects with four of the most popular national
long distance passenger rail lines serving the West and Southwest (See Map 4). The restoration
of passenger rail service on the inter-state extension of the line, would open a time-saving
shortcut into Minnesota from the South making it possible for millions of rail passengers to enter
Minnesota on a straight shot from the south - instead of having to travel by way of Minot or
Milwaukee.
Review of the attached maps makes clear the strategic significance of the South Central
Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor for reintroducing a reliable regional transit option to South
Central Minnesota, AND at the same time, significantly improving Minnesota’s strategic location
within the Nation’s Passenger Rail Network. The return of passenger service in the South

Central Rail Corridor is a cost-effective way to re-introduce regional mass transit to the Southern
Tier of the State, and at the sae time serves as an instant ridership multiplier for all of the
existing local transit and “end mile” service options that serve Minnesota’s communities.
Owing to strong ridership projections for the rail corridor, and its potential for accommodating
both in-state and interstate regional rail service, the South Central Minnesota (Albert Lea to
Twin Cities) Corridor is the now identified as the top ranked “Phase One” Passenger rail corridor
in the State Rail Plan - next in line for study and potential development.
The next step needed for the development of passenger service on the line, is the required
engineering study of the line that has been requested by MnDOT to identify both the routes for
the line and the specific upgrades needed to introduce passenger rail service on the corridor.

Request:
On behalf of the Northfield City Council, and the dozens of regional stakeholders who joined in
supporting the passenger rail designation of the South Central Minnesota Rail Corridor, I write
to ask you to Sponsor a bill in the Minnesota Senate to authorize the general funds needed for
the required engineering study and alternatives analysis of the South Central Minnesota (Albert
Lea to Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor.
Suggested Draft language follows below:

DRAFT Language:
$500,000 in fiscal year 2022 is appropriated from the general fund to the
commissioner of transportation for a feasibility study and alternatives analysis of the
passenger rail corridor connecting Saint Paul/ Minneapolis to Albert Lea on existing rail
line through Faribault and Northfield; and auxiliary east west passenger rail service
connecting Mankato to Winona on existing rail line through Owatonna and Rochester.
A companion bill has been requested of Representative Lippert in the Minnesota House.
Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your service to our community! I very
much look forward to talking with you about this important project for our City and region!

Attached Maps:
Map 1 Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan Map of Designated Regional Passenger Rail Corridors including the South Central (Albert Lea-Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor.
Map 2 the South Central (Albert Lea-Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor - including two
routes (North of Northfield) that are approved for study and their connection to the University of
Minnesota Inter-Campus Busway
Map 3 Subsidiary East-West Regional Passenger Rail Corridor Designation - connecting
Mankato-Owatonna-Rochester and Winona on existing rail line
Map 4 National Amtrak System -revised with the addition of the South Central (Albert LeaTwin CIties) Corridor - which exponentially improves Minnesota's strategic location within the
Nation's Passenger Rail Network!
List of Regional Supporters
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South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Corridor: Map 2
A Phase I Passenger Rail Project in the Revised
2015 Minnesota Statewide Rail Plan
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Regional Supporters: South Central Minnesota Passenger Rail Initiative: MnRail.org
(partial list as of 11/21/15)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

Albert Lea, City of
Albert Lea – Freeborn County Chamber of Commerce
Austin, City of
BikeNorthfield
Bridgewater Township
Carleton College
Dundas, City of
Edina, City of
Elko/New Market, City of
Faribault, City of
Faribault Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism
Farmington, City of
Freeborn County
Friends of the Mill Towns State Trail
Lake Benton, City of
Lonsdale, City of
Mankato, City of
Minnesota Association of Railroad Passengers
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System (MNSCU)
Northfield, City of
Northfield Convention and Visitors Bureau
Northfield Chamber of Commerce
Northfield Downtown Development Corporation (NDDC)
Northfield Economic Development Authority
Northfield Hospital
Northfield School District
Owatonna, City of
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority
Rice County
Richfield, City of
Rosemount
StOlaf College
Saint Paul, City of
Saint Paul Chamber of Commerce
Savage, City of
Save the Northfield Depot (STND)
SCALE (Scott County Assn for Leadership & Efficiency)
Shakopee, City of
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
Sleepy Eye, City of
South Central Community College/Faribault and Mankato
Springfield, City of
Steele County
UMore Development LLC, Rosemount
Waseca, City of

Find more information at www.mnrail.org on the Central MN Regional Passenger Rail Initiative.
Thank you for your interest and support

Tim Murray
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Kevin Voracek
Sunday, March 21, 2021 12:11 PM
Tim Murray
FW: Regional Passenger Rail to Faribault and Owatonna
Regional Supporters MnRail.pdf; 1 MN Statewide Passenger Rail Network.png; 5. Minnesota's (potential)Campus Connector!.png; 3. South Central MN with
Mankato Rochester.pdf; 2 South Central MN Regional Passenger Rail Corridor.pdf; 4. Revised Amtrak Map with SoMN.pdf

Hi Tim. Could we please add this to the next work session. They are looking for another letter of support, or
resolution of support for the project.
Also, if this comes to fruition, we should also look at where Faribault can put a stop in near the Depot or the new
park area. Maybe near the Lockerby property to double usage on the parking lot there.
Kevin
From: Suzie Nakasian <suzienakasian@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 8:43 PM
To: Kevin Voracek <mayor@ci.faribault.mn.us>
Subject: Fwd: Regional Passenger Rail to Faribault and Owatonna

Greetings Kevin!
Thank you so much for your time on the phone today!
Thank you for any followup you are willing to provide in conversation with the Senator!
Rep. Petersburg has also received this information and I hope will consider a hearing in the House
Transportation Committee.
I welcome your feedback AND suggestions on this proposal ‐ especially the perceived downsides ‐ ‐ ‐ if
you see any. I like to wrangle with those out front, as
I will bet you do!
Here for good measure is a photo of the Rock Island, heading for Kansas City . . . .it may be running
right through the new park you have in mind ‐but
remember that regional passenger rail train‐sets are like "whisper trains" (not clunky freight car) ‐ AND
the Federal standards they require will pay for
the fencing needed to protect the park from the line (and visa versa)!
Train time was 11 minutes from Faribault to Northfield ‐ and that was in 1952; If Roy Srp is driving we
can probably make it in 7!
Thank you Kevin!
Suzie
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‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: Suzie Nakasian <suzienakasian@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 20, 2021 at 9:34 PM
Subject: Regional Passenger Rail to Faribault and Owatonna
To: <sen.john.jasinski@senate.mn>
Cc: galen malecha <g.malecha@yahoo.com>, Kevin Voracek <kvoracek@ci.faribault.mn.us>, Rhonda Pownell
<rhonda.Pownell@ci.northfield.mn.us>, Delores Srp <rdsrp@hickorytech.net>

Dear Senator Jasinski:
Greetings!
I write to ask you to consider sponsoring a Senate bill authorizing the general funds
requested by MnDOT for an engineering study of the South Central Minnesota (Albert Lea ‐
Twin Cities) Passenger Rail Corridor through Owatonna and Faribault and Northfield.

As you will recall from your leadership as Farbault Mayor, in 2015,
the City of Faribault as well as joined by Owatonna, Northfield,
Waseca, Mankato, Winona, and dozens of other regional cities,
counties Chambers and colleges across south central Minnesota,
joined in urging MnDOT to grant a regional passenger rail corridor
2

designation connecting South Central Minnesota from Albert Lea to
the Twin Cities on existing rail line through Northfield, Faribault and
Owatonna. Owing to strong support from communities along both the North‐South
(Union Pacific) and east‐west (CP‐ formerly DM&E) rail line through
Owatonna, the South Central Minnesota Corridor was both added to
the State Rail Plan AND there designated as a "Phase One" corridor,
eligible for immediate study and potential implementation.
This initiative has strong support from cities, counties and colleges across our region, and
echoes the robust support shown by 51 cities and counties who joined Mayor Srp in his
effort to return passenger service on the East‐West (then DM&E) rail corridor of more than
a decade ago.
Request for your support:
As outlined below, MnDOT has requested the general funds needed to complete
the required

Corridor Study needed to determine specifics such as
routes and station stops, rail crossing upgrades, passing tracks and
other infrastructure needed to accommodate the unimpeded flow
of freight and passenger traffic on the corridor. Rep. Alice Hausman
and Rep. Todd Libbert have introduced (HF1393) authorizing the
general funds needed by MnDOT to complete this study; the bill is
referred to the Transportation Committee.
On behalf of my Mayor and City Council, I write to ask for your
continued leadership of this Corridor initiative in the current
Legislative Session!
A list of our Regional Supporters of Corridor designation is attached
to this email, and a project summary and maps are summarized in
the bullet points below.
Thank you for your consideration of this important regional initiative.
I would

welcome the opportunity to talk with you and to answer any
questions you may have about this long‐standing project!
Best regards to you, and respectfully,
Suzie Nakasian
3

City Council Representative, Northfield, MN
and organizer of MnRail.org ‐ the South Central Minnesota Regional
Passenger Rail Initiative
c:507‐649‐0382
Project Summary and Maps:
 (See

Map 1) the corridor connects south central Minnesota to the wider statewide
network of regional passenger rail corridors designated in the Rail Plan.

 (See

Map 2) two routes are identified for study: both connect to St Paul Union
Depot and Minneapolis Target Field on existing rail line, and both include a stretch
of track that happens to run directly under the bridge of the Twin CIties Inter‐
campus Busway of the University of Minnesota Twin Cities Campus.

 (See

Map 3) "down the line" in our region, the rail line connects at Owatonna with
the east‐west (CP former DM&E) freight rail line that offers the possibility of inter‐
rail service connecting communities including Mankato, Waseca, Rochester and
Winona.

 (Map

4), the requested study of the South Central passenger rail corridor serves to
hasten the potential study and development (by the FRA) of inter‐state passenger
service on the same rail line which continues due south on what amounts to
an American Spine Line that connects Des Moines, Kansas City, Wichita, Oklahoma
City, Austin, Dallas/Fort Worth and San Antonio on existing rail line between
the Lone Star and North Star states. Along the way, that line intersects with four of
our Nation's most popular long‐distance passenger trains to and from the
American West and Southwest ‐ ‐ introducing a time‐saving "short cut " that makes
it possible for rail travellers to enter Minnesota from the South without having to
travel by way of Minot or Milwaukee/Chicago as currently required.



The benefits of the project are simultaneously local, regional
and statewide:
o local benefits: As American history instructs us: economic
development follows the rails!
 is a powerful economic stimuli to the communities
served by the line ‐ helping to position them for
sustained success in our increasingly global
economy while also upgrading our existing freight
rail infrastructure.
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regional benefit: restores a reliable, regional transit option
to communities south of the 7‐County Metro ‐ a vast
region currently unserved by transit; connects
communities within our region, and connects them to
the largest urban centers of both our State and Upper
Midwest; and re‐opens a time‐saving shortcut into our
region from the south which will be a boon to
recreational tourism in our region,
o statewide benefits: serves as a powerful ridership multiplier for
each and and all of the dozens of private and public local
transit options that connect to the rail corridor: including
Met Transit buses, rural transit providers and so‐called
"last‐mile" transit options such as private car services,
taxis, Uber and Lyft). Regional passenger rail is also
better able to absorb the increased travel demand that
accompanies regional growth compared to highway‐
dependent regional transit (i.e. it is less expensive to add
a coach car to a train set, than it is to expand a road . .
. of any classification.)
o

 (Map

5) Benefits to Post‐Secondary Colleges, Universities and Vocational Schools:
regional passenger rail service on the South Central Minnesota corridor and the
wider network of proposed regional rail corridors designated in the Minnesota
Statewide Rail Plan amounts to a Minnesota Campus Connector that connects all
17 schools of the Minnesota Private College Council; 3 of the 5 main campuses of
the University of Minnesota; and more than 25 universities, community and state
colleges and vocational schools in the MnSCU system.(!)



Benefits for local and county governments on the line:
o by shifting regional travel demand from roads to rails and
thus reducing vehicular wear and tear on roads, state
and federal investment in regional passenger rail helps
municipal, county and state highway dollars go further!
onal travel demand from roads to rails, thus helping us to
make our road budgets go further.
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the availability of regional passenger rail service widens
the transit options for students and employees, thus
allowing employers and post‐secondary schools to
attract and retain the brightest and best employees and
students ‐ ‐ an identified need in an era of particularly
competitive recruitment. And
o the availability of reliable regional transit is of particular
interest to Millennial and x,y,z‐gen Minnesotans, as well as well as
o

Senior Minnesotans many of whom prefer to enjoy the afternoon of life
without having to risk drive long‐distances . . . if at all.

These are some of the reasons why cities, counties, colleges and
employers across southern Minnesota have voiced support for State
exploration of regional passenger rail service for Minnesota!
With the Rail Corridor now designated by MnDOT as the top ranked
Phase One Corridor in the State Rail Plan, Legislative appropriation
for the requested Rail Study Corridor is needed to
catch this train for Southern Minnesota!
Action Requested
Please support a hearing for HF1393 (shown below) which has been
introduced by Rep. Todd Lippert (Northfield) and Rep. Alice
Hausman (StPaul).
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Thank you Senator Jasinski for your time and consideration. This is a voluntary, grass roots initiative,
run without the benefit of a lobbying staff or powerful interests. But what it may lack in professional
government affairs power it makes up for in good plain common sense.
Thank you for your consideration!
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