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Hot Spots
Welcome to Hot Spots, the Faribault Fire Department newsletter. Hot Spots features information about
the Fire Department’s operations, training, response, safety tips, emergency management, and other
points of interest.
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A NOTE FROM THE CHIEF
Unfortunately, the fire department has been very busy during the past couple of months. We
have responded to multiple structure fires and a couple of the fires had the potential to injure
or kill the residents within. We, as firefighters, train hard and want to assist the public in any
way that we can. If we are assisting you, it likely means that something has gone tragically
wrong. And no one wants that to happen. Please be careful and be safe and do not hesitate
to call the fire department if you need help. We are here to help. It’s what we do.

FLEET FACTS — 2145
Typically, this column features one of
the vehicles in our fleet of trucks. In
this issue we are featuring a vehicle in
our fleet – but it is a vehicle for sale.
2145 is a pumper and will be replaced
in May of 2016. If you have ever
wanted to own a fire truck, this may be
your opportunity!
2145 is our oldest engine apparatus. 2145 is the third truck out for all
fire-related calls and its primary responsibility is to establish a hydrant
line and provide back-up for the primary engine. It carries ladders, fans, K12
saw, chainsaw, basic medical response equipment, and a variety of
hand tools. 2145 is also a true “fire
truck” in that it was designed and built
specifically for fighting fires.
It features a 1995 Freightliner FL80
Conventional Cab, a Cummins 8.3 L
diesel engine, an Allison automatic 6speed transmission, and a 1,250 GMP
Hale pump. The poly tank capacity is
1,000 gallons.

The City of Faribault is selling 2145
on www.govdeals.com.
Govdeals.com is a liquidity services
marketplace that provides services to
various government agencies that allow them to sell surplus items via the
Internet. You can search by item
name, category, or location. Once you
create a log in, you may begin bidding.
If you are interested in owning
your own Faribault fire truck,
check out the auction on
govdeals.com!

Page 2

Hot Spots
This month, rather than spotlight one specific fire, we would like
to share some insight on what to do in the event of an oven fire. Often, the cause of
an electric oven fire may be the heating element arcing or grease that has ignited.
If this happens:
 Keep the door to the oven closed.
 Get everyone out of the house.
 Call 911 using a cell phone (outside of the home) or from a neighbor’s house.
The Faribault Fire Department has received several calls to our non-emergency phone number
from residents stating there is a fire in their oven. Calling the Fire Department directly may cost
valuable time as a firefighter tries to understand the situation and give instructions to the caller
over the phone. Also, there may be a delay in response if firefighters are not at the station to
answer the phone due to responding to other calls, attending classes, or participating in training.

INCIDENT
INSIGHT

SPRING SAFETY TIPS

to keep you, your family, and
guests safe this spring season!

With melting snow and warmer daily, but you can get the hours of CAN I BURN MY GARBAGE?
weather comes the desire to get operation by calling the infor- The answer is NO. In the entire
outside and clean up our property. mation hotline at 507-333-0390.
State of Minnesota, it is illegal to
burn household garbage and you
As you venture out, you will likely
can be cited for doing so.
find sticks and branches that
Fire is well-known as Mother
dropped from the trees during the
Nature’s way of cleaning-up and
winter, leaves that may have
renewing the natural environdropped late in the season, or fall
ment, however, fire is not always
garden waste that needs to be
the best option or a legal option.
cleaned up.
People do use fire as a manageWondering how to dispose of
ment tool, but not everyone can.
these types of materials? These CAN I BURN YARDWASTE? Proper training, proper equipitems are to be composted. The The answer is NO. In the city ment, and safety must be and are
City of Faribault maintains a sea- limits of Faribault it is illegal to the most important aspects of
sonal compost site at 214 NE 14 th burn yard waste like leaves and using fire during a controlled
Street. The compost site is availa- grass clippings and you can be burn. Weather must be watched
ble to residents in the City of Fari- cited for doing so.
and conditions must be perfect to
bault for no charge. It is not open
use fire for clean-up.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Spring is here and so is the threat
of severe weather. In the world of
emergency management, weather is the main cause of disaster.
Although we are unable to stop
severe weather from happening,
we can be better prepared for it.
Early notification of approaching
weather is key; be sure to sign-up
for the Everbridge Emergency
Notification system on the City or
County website. Another good
tool for notification is a weather
radio; please have one at home
and at work and pay attention
to the warning notificatons!

The City of Faribault has been
prepared for severe weather for
many years by having plans in
place for the occurrence of different emergencies that occur due
to severe weather.

StormReady, a program of the
National Weather Service (NWS),
encourages and assists communities in preparing and planning
for severe weather. Faribault has
met all the requirements to be
recognized as a StormReady-

Community. At the April 12
City Council meeting, a meteorologist from the NWS will
present us with a sign designating Faribault as a StormReady community.
We encourage all private residents, commercial and industrial facilities to have an emergency plan in place and to
know what to do if severe
weather threatens our area.
The fire department can assist
you with making plans for your
facility.

GRILLING SAFETY
Warm weather is upon us! Keep
these tips in mind to ensure a safe
grilling season:
Never use a grill
indoors.
Don’t leave grills
unattended.
Keep your grill clean.
When lighting a grill, keep the top
open. If it does not light in the first
several attempts, wait five
minutes before trying again.
Check the grill’s tubes and hoses
before using a grill that has not
been used in a while.
When grilling, place the grill away
from your home, deck railings and
out from under eaves.

DID YOU HEAR THE SIRENS?
Scenario: A severe weather watch
has been in effect all day. The sky
is dark, looks ominous, and the
winds are picking up. Did you hear
the sirens go off? If yes, good!
Likely, you were outdoors. But if
you were indoors you may not hear
the sirens. Did you know you
should not rely on outdoor sirens to
alert you of severe weather when
you are indoors? Siren activation is
intended to warn those participating in outdoor activities of impending severe weather. When indoors,
you should rely on other means of
notification, such as TV, radio,
Everbridge Notifications, or
a weather radio.
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NEW
RECRUITS

On December 18, 2015, the City
began the hiring process for four
Paid-on-Call Firefighters. The City
received, reviewed, and scored 19
applications. 17 applicants were
selected for interviews. The interviews resulted in a certification list of
seven candidates and an eligibility list of nine candidates prepared by
the Joint Civil Service Commission and presented to the City Council.
The City Council approved the hiring of (left to right) Bryan Brazil,
Brandon Ableman, John Wunderlich, and Jon Vargo as Paid-onCall Firefighters. Congratulations to the newest members of the
Faribault Fire Department!

2016 FIRE STATION RENOVATION
As a part of the 2015 Capital
Improvement Plan, the Faribault
Fire Station was scheduled for its
first major renovation since it
was constructed in 1967-68.
On April 28, 2015, the City Council awarded the bid to Wold Architects to provide professional
services for the renovation.
On May 12, 2015, the City Council approved the formation of a
fire station renovation committee
to work with Wold Architects to
produce a plan for the station
that will meet the established
goals, install safety systems,
bring the facility up to code, and
give the station a very workable

SMOKE ALARMS
Did you know…
 Smoke alarms should be

tested monthly.
 Smoke alarm batteries

should be changed at least
once a year.

 All smoke alarms should

be replaced every 10
years.

 Working smoke alarms cut

in half your risk of dying in
a residential fire.

At the end of December 2015, taped and painted and the
Fire Department staff, furniture, project continues.
Since then, several meetings
and their offices were relocated
have been held to design a fire
Upon the completion of the
to the fire station basement.
station that will meet and exceed
main level (approximately
the fire department’s needs for
May 11) we will move into the
newly renovated space and
many years.
renovations will begin on the
On October 13, 2015, the City
lower level of the station.
Council accepted the Final
Construction Document Book for
We have encountered some
Main level demolition work
the renovation; shortly thereafter
challenges along the way
began on January 18, 2016 with
while working in our tempothe project was put out to bid.
an estimated 83 days of main
rary offices (noise, dust,
On December 3, 2015 a public level construction. Within a few
working out of storage boxes)
bid opening was held at City weeks, the main floor of the fire
and are excited for the renoHall. We received a total of 12 station was unrecognizable as
vation to be complete!
bids and the lowest bid received framing, rough-ins, insulation
was from Met-Con Companies and drywall projects were
completed. The walls have been
for $508,900.
and professional look and feel.

SMOKE ALARMS ALERT FAMILY
On the morning of March 16,
the fire department, police
department, and North Ambulance were called to the 2000
block of 16th St. NW for a structure fire.
Upon arrival, we encountered
heavy smoke coming out of
multiple areas of the home and
flames extending out of a window. All occupants were out of
the house but some pets were
still inside. Initial firefighters on
scene knocked down the flames
through the window until the

additional crews arrived. Entry Lesson #2: you must ensure
to the home was made where that you have working smoke
the fire had been extinguished. detectors in your home.
After interviewing the family, it
was determined that a young
male resident of the home was
playing with a lighter and started his mattress on fire. This Although this event was very
incident reminds us of two very traumatic and tragic for the
important lessons.
family involved, this event
Lesson #1: if you have small could have been even more
children please, please discuss tragic had it not been for the
with them the dangers of play- smoke detectors waking up
the family so they could
ing with fire.
escape.

