Spring 2017

Faribault Fire Department

Hot Spots
Welcome to Hot Spots, the Faribault Fire Department newsletter. Hot Spots features information about
the Fire Department’s operations, training, response, safety tips, emergency management, and other
points of interest.
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A NOTE FROM THE CHIEF
Severe weather can strike at anytime, no matter what the season. We’ve already had tornados
and other “warm-weather” related severe weather. Be prepared, make a plan and practice it
with your family. Think about what you will do if you are not at home, school, or work when
severe weather strikes. Knowing what to do before-hand saves precious moments during the
onset of an event. Share your plans with your family and friends, not
only so they know what you will be doing if severe weather happens,
but maybe they will learn from it and make their own plan.

EQUIPMENT FACTS — SCBA
A self-contained breathing apparatus, or
SCBA, is a device worn by firefighters to
provide breathable air in an immediately
dangerous to life or health atmosphere. Simply
put, the SCBA allows a firefighter to enter
deeper into a burning building to execute a
rescue, control the fire, and prevent greater
damage to the property with less risk of
respiratory injury.
The SCBA is the most important piece of
personal protective equipment that a firefighter
can wear. What we inhale affects the whole
body. This is why you will see Faribault
firefighters wearing an SCBA throughout all
phases of fire suppression and clean up.

 Total weight of approximately 30 pounds.
 Heads up display in the mask that indicates

battery life and air cylinder pressure.
 Swiveling

adjustable lumbar pad that
improves comfort, fit, and balance— reducing
injury risk.

 Improved communications using a Bluetooth

speaker and an internal air mask microphone.

Our SCBA of choice is
the MSA G1. The G1
features the following:
 4500 psi air cylinder

that holds 45 minutes
of air.

 Lithium-ion recharge-

able battery pack.

If you would like to know more about the G1 or
see a demonstration of its capabilities, stop by
the fire station.
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INCIDENT INSIGHT...2 Grass Fires in 2 Days
GRASS FIRE #1: On Friday, April 7, at approximately 4 p.m.,
the Fire Department responded to an out-of-control burn pile
in rural Walcott Township.

GRASS FIRE #2: On Sunday, April 9, at approximately
11 a.m., the Fire Department responded to a controlled grass
fire that was getting out-of-control in rural Warsaw Township.

The Fire Department arrived on scene and found approximately 1/2 an acre of grassland already burned and the fire
was spreading. Property owners were present and attempting
to put out the fire with shovels.

Unit 2120 arrived on scene to find approximately 2 acres of a
grass field already burned and the fire was spreading beyond
the property owner’s land.

The property owners stated they were burning some garbage
that included pallets and cardboard. There are some
important things to note about this call:

1. Per Minnesota State Statute 88.171, it is illegal to burn any
garbage.
2. A burning ban was in effect by the Minnesota DNR due to
high winds and dry conditions.
Ten firefighters responded in units 2120, 2130, and 2116 and
extinguished the fire.

The property owner requested the fire be knocked down
beyond his property lines. Additionally, the adjacent property
owner was burning approximately 4 acres of grass.
When both property owners
were questioned by the Fire
Department about their burning
permits, it was learned that
neither one had acquired one.
This type of fire requires a
permit from the Minnesota DNR.

BURNING PERMITS & BURNING BANS
Open burns for grass fires require a burning permit.

Did you know…

Any controlled burn over 1 acre in size requires a burn permit
through the local DNR office. The DNR Office in Faribault can
be reached at 507-333-2012, ext. 223. This office will approve
the permit after inspecting the property and coming up with a
fire management plan. Open burning permits require the
applicant to follow a checklist to ensure life and property safety. The permit is processed for free at the local office.

you can check to see if a burning ban is in place by visiting the
Minnesota DNR website at http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
forestry/fire/ and then clicking on Statewide fire danger & current burning restrictions at the left? The map shows both the
Fire Danger Rating and Current Burning Restrictions. You
may also check with the County’s Sheriff’s Office or the Fire
Department.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Severe Weather… it is weather, including:
looming and you need to
 Through apps on our
be prepared for it.
devices
The biggest issue that
 Listen to local radio
we have is being warned
stations
about severe weather
 Watch the weather on
that is approaching.
TV or online
We can’t stop severe
weather from happening,  Sign-up for the Everbridge Notification Sysbut we can be prepared
tem
to keep ourselves and
our loved ones safe. The Everbridge NotificaThere are many ways to tion System is free! If
get notification of severe you are signed up, you

Another great notification tool is a NOAA
weather radio, which
can be purchased and
programmed to notify
Sign up through the City
you of approaching
of Faribault’s website
severe weather in your
@ www.ci.faribault.mn.us
area.
then click Departments,
then click Police, and Have a plan & practice
Emergency Information. it. Even if it means just
Or stop by the Faribault talking through it. It is
Fire Station to get signed important that everyone
knows what to do when
up.
weather approaches!
will receive emergency
notifications on your cell
phone, home phone,
and/or email.
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SPRING SAFETY TIPS
YARD CLEAN-UP
Wondering how to dispose of
sticks, leaves, & garden waste?
They are to be composted.
The City of Faribault maintains a
seasonal compost site.
th

 Located at 214 NE 14 Street
 Compost site is available only

FIRE PIT SAFETY &
REGULATIONS
We often receive inquiries about
rules and regulations for fire pits
or recreational fires.
Both are allowed within the City
limits without a permit, but there
are some regulations you should
be aware of.

507-333-0390 for updates and
to find out the official opening
date for 2017!
CAN I BURN YARDWASTE?
The answer is NO. In the city
limits of Faribault it is illegal to
burn any yard waste (including
leaves and grass clippings) and
you can be cited for doing so.
CAN I BURN MY GARBAGE?
The answer is NO. It is illegal
in the entire State of Minnesota,
to burn household garbage and
you can be cited for doing so.
Contact a licensed hauler for
trash removal services. For a list
of licensed haulers, call Carole
at City Hall at 507-333-0353.

 Never use a grill indoors.
 Don’t leave grills unattended.
 Keep your grill clean.

home, deck railings and out
from underneath the eaves.

 Hours of Operation

 Call the information hotline at

Warm weather is upon us! Keep
these tips in mind to ensure a
safe grilling season:

 Place the grill away from your

for residents within the City of
Faribault for no charge
Mondays, 1—7 p.m.
Wednesdays, 1—7 p.m.
Saturdays, 8 a.m.—4 p.m.

GRILLING SAFETY

 Check the grill’s tubes and

hoses before using a grill that
has not been used in a while.
 Fires shall not be more than

three (3) feet in diameter nor
more than three (3) feet high.
 No fire shall be located less

than 15 feet from any structure or combustible materials
unless contained in a pit with
a depth of not less than two
(2) feet.
 Before a fire is lit, all of the

ground within five (5) feet of
the base of the fire shall be
cleared of any combustible
material.
 Fires shall be attended at all

 Check the gas tank hose on

propane grills for leaks before
using them for the first time.
 When lighting a grill, keep the

top open. If it does not light in
the first several attempts, wait
five minutes before trying
again.
DID YOU KNOW:
Most home fires involving grills
are started by gas grills, not
charcoal grills.

times by a person of suitable
age and experience who is
knowledgeable in methods of
extinguishing fires and who
has tools for extinguishing the
fire readily available.
 Fires may be prohibited during

a burning ban, so check first!
 Defined as: “a fire for cooking,

warming, or for recreational
purposes burning only clean,
untreated wood or charcoal.”

July is the peak month for
U.S. home fires.

