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Chapter 7:

NATURAL ASSETS

To write the next chapter in the Faribault story, we must appreciate and protect
the natural assets in our community.

INTRODUCTION
Faribault’s natural assets provide the foundation that supports all other assets in Faribault. No
other asset, including economic assets, can flourish without a strong and sustainable natural
environment. This chapter provides an overview of Faribault’s natural assets. It also provides a plan
for how to protect and enhance Faribault’s natural assets.

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
The following provides an overview of the social and cultural assets in the community that
contribute to community pride and that attach people to the community.

TOPOGRAPHY
Map 7-1 displays flood zones (100-year and 500-year), water land cover, and elevation or contour
lines for the City of Faribault. Water bodies, areas prone to flooding, and steep terrain are barriers
to movement and development. Understanding the topography of the community will inform where
future growth will have the least barriers. It also provides insight into the redevelopment potential of
sites or districts identified for change.
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SIGNIFICANT OPEN SPACE
Significant open spaces are areas that are difficult to develop without substantially impacting the
environment or areas that are ecologically sensitive. Examples of such areas include shoreland
areas, floodways, wetlands, water bodies, native plant communities, and steep slopes. Map 7-2
displays the location of these significant open spaces. The map also identifies areas that are
protected by the City of Faribault or a conservation entity.
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[Map 7-1]: Topography and Flood Zones
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[Map 7-2]: Existing Significant Open Space
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Identifying and locating significant open areas can inform where the optimal areas of new
development should or should not be located. It can also highlight where key natural assets are
located, which may need to be preserved and celebrated. For example, many of the City’s parks
include significant open spaces.

Areas north and west of Faribault include a variety of open water, shallow marsh, and deep marsh
areas. Eastern Faribault provides habitat for sensitive plant communities. Areas southwest of
Faribault are generally devoid of sensitive ecological landscapes

CLIMATE
Significant weather events have caused substantial physical and economic damages in Faribault.
Without global action to address climate issues, Faribault and the world will face threats to their
economic livelihood, public health, and supplies of food, clean water, and power. Vulnerable
populations, especially those with lower incomes and older residents, often bear the brunt of these
extreme weather events.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) tracks climate data and has determined
that climate trends are significantly impacting Minnesotans, as discussed below.

[ Warmer and Wetter ]
Between 1895 and 2017, Minnesota warmed by 2.9°F, and its average amount of annual
precipitation increased by 3.4 inches. While Minnesota has gotten warmer and wetter since 1895,
the most dramatic changes have come in the past several decades. Compared to 20th-century
averages, all but two years since 1970 were warmer and wetter. Each of the top ten combined
warmest and wettest years on record occurred between 1998 and 2017. Although climate conditions
will vary from year to year, scientists expect these increases to continue through the 21st century.
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[ Increased Damaging Rainfall Events ]
Heavy rains in Minnesota are now more frequent and more intense than at any time on record.
Long-term observation sites have seen dramatic increases in one-inch rains, three-inch rains, and
the heaviest rainfall of the year. Since 2000, Minnesota has seen a significant uptick in extreme
rainstorms as well. Rains that historically would have been in the 98th percentile annually (the
largest 2 percent) have become more common. Climate projections indicate these big rains will
continue increasing into the future.

[ Warmer Winters ]
Since 1970, winter has warmed 13 times faster than summer, and nights have warmed 55 percent
faster than days (see Figure 7-A). The frequencies of -35°F readings in northern Minnesota and
-25°F readings in southern Minnesota have fallen by up to 90 percent. The state does not get as
cold as it once did. Even though periodic severe cold spells will continue, the long-term decline in
cold extremes will continue.
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[Figure 7-A]: Minnesota Winter Daily Minimum Temperatures (December-February, 1896-2018)

CLEAN ENVIRONMENT
Faribault has plentiful natural amenities that include two rivers and significant acres of naturalized
areas within the city. Faribault is also within five miles of the largest concentration of lakes in
southeastern Minnesota. Faribault’s environmental system is an intricate network of living,
engineered, and climatic features working together. The city’s health depends on the strength of this
ecosystem to thrive despite the pressures of climate change and development. Therefore, the City
must continue to protect and restore its natural assets.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency tracks air and water quality throughout the state. Air quality
in southeastern Minnesota has generally improved since 2000. Still, air pollution can negatively
affect the health of residents. The sources of air pollution are varied. Wildfires in Canada and
the western United States can create air quality concerns that the City can do little to address.
However, the City can help mitigate air pollution generated locally. For example, by encouraging
bicycling and mass transit, the City can help reduce air pollution caused by transportation. Figure
7-B breaks down sources of air pollution impacting Minnesota.

[Figure 7-B]: Sources of Air Pollution (Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency)

The water quality of lakes, rivers, and streams in southern Minnesota is generally in poor health,
and many water bodies are not recommended for fishing or other aquatic recreation. This is due
in large part to the fact that many wetlands have been drained in this part of the state and nearly
80 percent of the land is used for agricultural purposes. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
assesses the overall condition of the Cannon and Straight Rivers as “not always suitable for
swimming and wading due to high bacteria levels by the presence of human or animal waste in the
water - may not support a thriving community of fish and other aquatic organisms.”
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES
The following goal is a broad statement that reflects the vision for Faribault’s natural assets. The
following objectives are specific, measurable, intermediate ends that are achievable and mark
progress toward the goal. The following policies are actions to accomplish the objectives.

NATURAL ASSETS GOAL, OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES
Goal: Faribault appreciates the intrinsic and added values of its natural assets and weaves
those assets throughout the fabric of the community.
[ Objective 1.1 ]
Promote a deep awareness and understanding of the importance of the community’s natural assets
to broad and diverse audiences in Faribault.
Policy 1.1.A: Use a variety of media and events to convey the importance of the community’s
natural assets to broad and diverse audiences in Faribault.
Policy 1.1.B: Use City facilities and land to model the importance of the community’s natural
assets.
Policy 1.1.C: Encourage and/or coordinate with others to promote awareness and
understanding of the community’s natural assets.
[ Objective 1.2 ]
Protect, restore, and manage the natural assets in the community.
Policy 1.2.A: Ensure that the City makes informed decisions about natural assets in the
community based on relevant inventories, analyses, and best management practices.
Policy 1.2.B: Promote synergies between the community’s built assets and natural assets.
Policy 1.2.C: Weave natural assets into Faribault’s sense of place and sense of community.
Policy 1.2.D: Work to ensure that the ecological functions of the community’s natural assets
are resilient to climate change and other threats.
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[ Objective 1.3 ]
Cooperate with neighboring and overlapping governments and others in the public and private
sectors in efforts to protect, restore, and manage the natural assets affecting Faribault.
Policy 1.3.A: Ensure that Faribault’s interests are represented in regional, state, and national
decisions that affect Faribault’s natural assets.
Policy 1.3.B: Stay abreast of anticipated physical and political trends and changes affecting
the communities natural assets, and proactively plan to ensure that the assets continue to
function in an ecologically sound manner.

NATURAL ASSETS PLAN
The Natural Assets Plan expands on the goal, objectives, and policies outlined above. Refer to the
City’s Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan for additional information.

WEAVE NATURE THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY
There is a rising movement among city leaders worldwide to incorporate nature throughout all urban
environments. This emerging movement has been branded Biophilic Cities. The idea, according to
a leading proponent, is to “start from the assumption that nature and contact with the natural world
are not optional, but essential to leading a happy, healthy, and meaningful life.” The movement is
about implementing specific designs, such as green infrastructure, vegetated roofs, or daylighting
of buried creeks, but it is more about adopting an ethos that supports innovation in how nature can
be brought into urban areas that have been historically devoid of natural features and elements. It
promotes innovative ways to integrate nature into urban areas that are devoid of natural features.
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[Figure 7-C]: The Benefits of Nature in Urban Areas (Source: “Outside Our Doors” by the Nature Conservancy)

NATURAL ASSETS AS AN ECONOMIC ASSET
One effective way to protect and preserve our natural assets is to understand and leverage their role
as an economic asset. In doing so, the perceived value of our natural assets can move from “nice to
have” to “must-have.” The following describes ways natural assets can benefit the economy:
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[ Regional Attraction ]
Natural assets attract people from outside Faribault, which, in turn, increases spending on local
goods and services. In some instances, a particular asset can be so unique that it draws people
by itself. In most cases, though, the synergy between multiple natural assets attracts people to the
community. Faribault should promote that it has a variety of natural assets to meet the recreation
needs of all, including opportunities for biking, hiking, fishing, and boating.

[ Mitigation ]
Natural assets mitigate the impact of weather events and the effects of pollution. Natural assets
can store floodwater, provide shade that cools people and buildings, enhance air quality, and
reduce erosion of shorelines and topsoil. These mitigation effects can result in substantial monetary
savings.

[ Economic Savings ]
Natural assets can reduce money spent on costly infrastructure. Natural assets can be a costeffective way to convey, store, and treat stormwater. Trees and open space can minimize the heat
island effect, which can reduce the demand for energy. Also, the preservation of open space can
promote more efficient use of developed areas, which can reduce the need to extend infrastructure,
such as roads, sewers, and water lines.

[ Amenities ]
Natural assets are amenities for residents and workers. The presence of natural assets can
influence if someone chooses to live in a community. Likewise, businesses may desire to be in a city
with natural assets because natural assets can help attract and retain workers.

[ 189 ]

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION
Natural assets do not conform to political boundaries. Therefore, the preservation and restoration
of natural assets require Faribault to coordinate with other jurisdictions at the regional, state, and
federal levels.
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