04 MASTER PLAN
RECOMMENDATIONS
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GOALS & STRATEGIES
The parks, trails, and open spaces in Faribault are unique and special to the community. Today,
most of the community’s resources are focused on just a few parks and regional trails. This master
plan looks to balance future improvements in the community and provide everyone safe and
equitable access to the park system, bringing new energy and awareness to the parks, trails, and
open spaces.

At the outset of several visioning sessions with the public, key stakeholders, City staff, and the
Parks, Trails, and Open Space Committee, six goals were defined. Together, they organize
strategies for defining and implementing improvements to the park system.

Diversify Park
Facilities

Improve
Connectivity to
Greenspace

Create
Accessibility
for All

Utilize Gathering
Spaces

Create Connections
to the Natural
Spaces & Activate
the Rivers

Use a Sustainable
Approach

[ 059 ]

GOAL 1:

DIVERSIFY PARK FACILITIES
by creating a unique and special experience at every park
Many park facilities in Faribault were constructed at the same time often resulting
in the same character and sense of place. Each park has an opportunity to create
an identity for its neighborhood, location, and the City as a whole. Diversifying the
park facilities throughout the park system will modernize them and create a unique
experience for residents and visitors.

OBJECTIVES

01
02
03
04
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Improve existing park facilities

Introduce new park facilities that improve the quality of the parks

Improve multi-seasonal use

Balance the park facilities throughout the community
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01

Improve existing park facilities

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
While the parks in Faribault are well maintained and clean, many of the existing
facilities are aging and require replacement. Opportunities to diversify the type of
equipment, park amenities, and character of the parks will arise when these necessary
improvements are made.

1.1 Reduce maintenance needs of parks where possible by reducing lawns and
improving edge conditions
Large open lawns that do not provide recreation opportunities not only require an
intense amount of maintenance, they also offer little ecological value. Where possible,
reduce the amount of lawn and introduce a greater variety of plant species including
tall grass prairie, woodland areas, and no-mow fescue mixes
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1.2 Upgrade aging play equipment and park amenities such as benches, picnic
tables, and drinking fountains
It is often advantageous for a community to install park amenities from a small number
of manufacturers. This method helps create continuity in maintenance and makes it
easier to train staff. When upgrading equipment and amenities, consider choosing
a diverse set of features from fewer manufactures. Engage local residents for their
preference in design to develop park equipment and amenities that are specific and
unique to the area and reflect the community who uses them.

1.3 Develop a sustainable schedule for replacing park equipment and
incorporate costs into future CIP’s
It is important to sustainably improve and upgrade park equipment and facilities.
To avoid several large expenditures at one time, one strategy is to stagger the
improvements over time so that the costs are more fiscally sustainable. Needs should
be determined based on the park service areas defined earlier.

02

Introduce new park facilities that improve the quality of
the parks

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Adding new park features will improve the quality of the park system. New amenities
such as tree canopy walks, tree houses, fire pits, and pickleball courts will help bring
more people to Faribault and create more equitable outdoor spaces. See Figure 6 for
potential proposed new park amenities.
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[Figure 6]: Proposed Park Amenities
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Whipple Heights Greenway

Park Amenity
Playground
Picnic Areas
Picnic Shelter
Portable Restroom
Restroom
Aquatic Center
Sand Volleyball
Horseshoes
FootballFields
Soccer/Rugby field
Baseball Field
Softball Field
Hockey Arena
Hockey Rink
Sledding Hill
Skating Lawn
Skating Rink
Pickleball
BMX Bike Track
Sports Court
Basketball Courts
Disc Golf
Work Out Equipment
Tree Canopy Walk
Trails
Game Tables
Pollinator Lawn
Nature Play
Nature Areas
Interpretive Center
Fire Pit
Band Shell
Public Art
Interpretive Signage
Fishing Pier
Public Access
Rental Facilities
Food and Beverage
Canoe Landing
Community Garden
River/Ponds
Archery Range
Canoe Landing
Leash Free Dog Park

Batchelder Park
Bluebird Park
Central Park
City View Park
Country Club Park
Doffitt Greenway
Faribault Community
Faribault Soccer Complex
Fletcher Pond
Forest Park
Garfield Park
Hartman Greenway
Heritage Park
Hiersche Park
Hulett Triangle
Jefferson Park
Kinder Park
Lyndale Wetland
Maple Lawn Park
Meadows Park
Meder/Pye Park
North Alexander Park
Parkland Village
Prairie Ridge Park
River Ridge Park
River Trails Park
Seabury Park
Slevin Park
South Alexander Park
Spring Park
Stoneridge Park
Straight River Park
TeePee Tonka Park
The Village Park
Trails Edge Park
Two Rivers Park
Wapacuta Park
Washington Center
Westwood Park

Park Name

21
27
17
9
10
2
4
8
4
13
5
13
1
3
2
2
0
10
1
4
6
3
1
1
36
5
9
7
22
0
9
2
5
3
5
2
1
5
6
1
11
1
3
1

1.4 Introduce multi-generational park facilities throughout the community
The ability to accommodate a wide range of users in a park provides many significant
benefits to the community including improved physical and mental health. Adding
features such as benches and accessible walkways make the parks more enjoyable
for both children and aging populations. Play equipment should also be designed for
children of all ages and abilities, and where possible, add separated play containers for
safety.

1.5 Include park features designed specifically for aging communities near
existing care facilities.
Parks are often designed for younger, able-bodied populations. Improvements
designed for an aging community often benefit everyone. Greater choice in activities,
such as pickleball, social support, increased security and privacy, and walking trails
can have lasting benefits. See Figure 7 for potential park amenities at existing parks
located near existing senior care facilities.

1.6 Add unique equipment throughout the park system
Parks have the potential to significantly increase the number of visitors to Faribault
and result in a positive economic impact. Unique play features such as tree canopy
walks, splash pads, tree houses, and adventure parks have been shown to increase
visitorship in other communities. However, before investing in unique equipment with
the intent of increasing outside park visitorship, a cost-benefit analysis should be
conducted to determine if the investment will likely result in the desired economic
effect.
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*For an enlarged map graphic, see appendix
[Figure 7]: Potential Park Amenities Near Senior Care Facilities

[ 066 ]

03

Improve multi-seasonal use

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Today, there are very few winter amenities in the park system. Adding more robust
seasonal activities will significantly extend the use of the parks. See Figure 8 for
potential parks identified for improved winter programming.

1.7 Add site amenities that extend the use of parks into colder seasons
Site amenities such as fire pits and enclosures can greatly extend the use of parks into
colder seasons. They make the spaces more hospitable and can create a unique sense
of place.

1.8 Promote a dedicated sledding hill in the community
A safe, but exciting sledding hill in the community can be a great place for people
to gather and use the park system in the winter. Due to existing grades and uses,
Stoneridge Park has been identified as a potential location for a sledding hill. Other
amenities such as a warming house or fire pits can make the sledding hill more fun and
desirable.
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[Figure 8]: Existing and New Potential Winter Amenities
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04

Balance the park facilities throughout the community

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Today, the City focuses the majority of park improvements and maintenance on North
Alexander Park and Teepee Tonka Park. While these are important parks in Faribault,
many smaller parks have aging and inaccessible facilities. Improvements should be
made across the community to ensure everyone has access.

1.9 Add new park facilities throughout the community
Based on analysis of the park service areas, many of the parks on the south end of
Faribault are in need of additional amenities. Existing parks in this area of the City
should be prioritized.
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1.10 Develop additional park space Downtown
New park space located Downtown has been identified in the Downtown Master
Plan. These new spaces help attract residents and visitors to the area and provide
outdoor recreation opportunities to an underserved area of the community. See the
Downtown Master Plan for more detail. See Figure 9 for potential new green space in
the Downtown.

1.11 Add additional park space in areas that are under serviced
The park service area identifies areas in the community that are not easily accessible.
When development occurs in these areas, consider including additional park space.
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[Figure 9]: Potential New Green Space in Downtown
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GOAL 2:

Improve Connectivity to
Greenspace
to provide access for everyone in Faribault

Access to parks is an important factor in improving the health of a community.
Parks provide spaces for people to connect with nature and are proven to help
improve physical and mental health. Parks should be equitable in the community
and everyone should have access. Additionally, connections within the parks should
be available for everyone. This plan outlines ways to connect the parks together,
connect elements within the parks, and connect people to them.

OBJECTIVES

01
02
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Connect the parks with trails and sidewalks

Utilize trailheads at key locations in the community
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01

Connect the parks with trails and sidewalks

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Trails and sidewalks connect people and places to each other and bring visitors to
Faribault. Every park in Faribault should be accessible by trails and/or sidewalk. These
connections promote physical activity and improve the overall health of the community.
Figure 10 illustrates an updated trail network map and outlines areas for new trails and
trail heads.

2.1 Expand the trail network to connect the parks
Every park in Faribault should be connected by trail or sidewalk. These connections
improve safety and provide greater recreational opportunities. Connecting to the
existing regional trails can help attract more visitors and potentially spur economic
growth.

2.2 Upgrade on-street bicycle facilities to protect riders, pedestrians, and
drivers
On-street bicycle lanes create safer streets for everyone and help connect the parks.
Promoting bicycle use in the community can help reduce vehicular congestion and
improves air quality. Figure 11 illustrates typical multi use trails and on-street bicycle
lanes.

2.3 Identify and promote trail loops that accommodate a range of rider abilities
and connect key locations in Faribault
This master plan identifies three potential trail loops throughout Faribault ranging
in distances of approximately 4.8 miles, 5.9 miles, and 6.40 miles long. For more
experienced riders, a longer 11-mile loop has been identified. See Figure 10 for
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potential trail loop locations.
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[Figure 10]: Updated Trail Network Map
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TYPICAL ON-STREET BICYCLE LANE

TYPICAL MULTI USE TRAIL
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[Figure 11]: Trail Typology Graphics

02

Utilize trailheads at key locations in the community

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Trailheads help direct residents and visitors to desirable locations and serve as
gateways to the community. Today, the only trailhead in Faribault is located at White
Sands Dog Park along the Sakatah Singing Hills State Trail. This master plan proposes
expanding the trail network creating stronger gateways through the use of trailheads.

2.4 Install trailheads at key locations within the park system
Figure 10 illustrates locations identified for potential trailheads. These locations were
determined based on proximity to key community landmarks and trail connections.

2.5 Enhance amenities at trailheads
Trailheads should include amenities for riders such as drinking fountains, bicycle repair
stations, restrooms, wayfinding/signage, and parking areas.
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GOAL 3:

Create Accessibility for All
to ensure everyone in the community can enjoy the parks, trails,
and open space
Today, most of the parks do not meet the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
regulations. These standards are important and ensure that all public spaces are
accessible to everyone in the community. Failure to comply not only creates spaces
of inequity in the community but also opens up the possibility for legal liability. Welldesigned spaces that are ADA compliant, benefit everyone, not just those with
disabilities. They are more comfortable, easier to navigate, serve everyone, and are
the foundation to a healthy, thriving community.

OBJECTIVES

01
02
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Ensure all park features meet or exceed ADA standards

Provide access within every park
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01

Ensure all park features meet or exceed ADA standards

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Today, many of the parks in Faribault are not ADA compliant and are inaccessible
to people who have disabilities. Parks should be upgraded to meet or exceed ADA
regulations.

3.1 Upgrade all existing park facilities that do not meet ADA regulations
As part of this plan, each park was visually assessed for accessibility. Those identified
as inaccessible should be upgraded to meet ADA regulations.

3.2 Involve everyone in the community when implementing changes
Robust community and stakeholder engagement should occur throughout the
implementation process. Involving residents and visitors who will use the parks, trails,
and open space on a routine basis will provide the most important information when
designing an accessible park. They are an important resource and should be consulted
throughout design process.

3.3 Provide ongoing evaluation of effectiveness of the park facilities
In addition to upgrading the equipment, a thorough and ongoing evaluation of the
parks’ effectiveness should be done in order to ensure the improvements are meeting
the community’s needs.
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02

Provide access within every park

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Today, many of the parks in Faribault lack adequate pedestrian circulation. Without
suitable walkways, those who are mobility challenged may not be able to access park
features. Stronger connections and safe pathways help everyone in the community and
make for better parks.

3.4 Ensure parks have adequate pedestrian circulation
Each park was visually assessed for the quality of its pedestrian circulation. Pakrs
lacking adequate pedestrian circulation should be considered for improvements, such
as loops and “stroller walks” to improve the usability of the parks.
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GOAL 4:

Utilize Gathering Spaces

to promote social interactions and places for community building

Gathering spaces promote sociability and help make communities more welcoming.
The parks, trails, and open spaces in Faribault should include areas for groups
of all sizes to gather. Gathering spaces create a sense of place, foster a sense of
community, and provide additional areas for pop-up activities and programming.

OBJECTIVES

01
02
[ 082 ]

Create areas for group gathering

Expand pop-up activities in the parks
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01

Create areas for group gathering

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
What do grassy areas, picnic pavilions, and plazas have in common? They are things
commonly found in parks, but they are also areas where people tend to congregate
together. Incorporating group gathering spaces into park designs has lasting
community benefits. These areas become a social hub and make for welcoming public
spaces.

4.1 Utilize flexible spaces to expand the usability of the parks, trails, and open
space
Where possible, include flexible spaces and amenities such as moveable tables and
chairs (assuming theft is of limited concern), plazas, and open spaces to promote
diversity of activity and extend the usability of the parks, trails, and open space.

4.2 Use open lawn space strategically
Open lawn areas should be used strategically and thoughtfully. They provide areas for
pick-up games, picnicking, large group gatherings, and are often viewed as prestigious,
well-maintained spaces. Unfortunately, lawns have significant environmental impacts
and should be used thoughtfully. Lawns should be viewed as a park amenity, not simply
as a groundcover. Encourage and promote multi-seasonal activities such as skating
areas in the winter and farmers markets in the summer on lawn spaces.

4.3 Enhance picnic facilities
Many different cultures see picnicking as a form of gathering, and community building.
Additional picnic facilities should be included throughout the park system. Include
amenities such as shelters, tables, grills, prep areas and fire pits. Figure 12 illustrates
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potential areas to expand picnic facilities in the community.
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[Figure 12]: Potential Areas for Expanded Picnic Facilities
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02

Expand pop-up activities in the parks

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Today, the Parks and Recreation Department facilitates a robust catalog of
programming and park activities. This plan seeks to support and expand their efforts.
Adding additional pop-up activities - temporary activities that can occur with minimal
construction or preparation - can help keep momentum moving forward and test out
new ideas.

4.4 Continue to promote pop-up activities such as coffee shops, outdoor
movies, lawn games, and saunas
Pop-up activities are a great way to build stronger connections with the community
and provide fun, new ways to use a space. The City can use these events to showcase
local artists, business owners, and non-profits. They can be temporary installations,
ongoing events, and one-time activities. The goal is to continue to find ways to keep the
community engaged and involved.

4.5 Encourage pop-up parks throughout the community, especially Downtown
Pop-up parks are useful in promoting public art and engaging the community. As
illustrated earlier, there is also a large area near Downtown that does not have a park
within 1/4-mile walking distance to many residential areas. Until space is permanently
allocated, pop-up parks are a great way to provide park space in that area of the
community. Working with local partners such as the Buckham Memorial Library, nonprofits, and local schools, dedicate time and space every year for temporary pop up
parks.
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GOAL 5:
Create Connections to Natural
Spaces & Rivers
to promote Faribault’s natural assets

Faribault’s connection to both the Cannon and Straight Rivers is both unique and
remarkable. These natural assets should be promoted in the community. Enhancing
access to these areas can set the community apart, enhance the sense of place,
and become a regional economic draw. The health of these rivers is of upmost
importance and should be protected and celebrated.

OBJECTIVES
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01
02
03
04

Expand nature-based activities

Enhance ecological buffers

Improve the tree canopy in Faribault

Protect and promote Faribault’s natural assets
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01

Expand nature-based activities

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Today, people have less access to the natural environment than ever before. Several
studies have shown that spending time outside has numerous physical and emotional
benefits. The natural assets in Faribault are often hard to access and not widely
promoted. Figure 13 illustrates potential areas to expand nature-based activities with
improved access.

5.1 Improve access to the Cannon and Straight Rivers
Currently, access to both rivers is limited. Existing canoe/kayak launches should be
upgraded to meet ADA regulations and new launches should be added where feasible.
See Figure 13 for potential locations.

5.2 Expand fishing areas
Fishing is one of the most popular outdoor activities in the country and is a popular
activity among older generations and new Americans. Expanding and promoting areas
to fish along the Cannon and Straight Rivers may be an economic draw and provides
the community with an important amenity. Figure 13 illustrates potential fishing
locations.

5.3 Add nature-themed play areas
Studies have shown that access to nature play, which are areas for children to explore
nature without forma objectives, has numerous benefits including reduced childhood
obesity, reduction of attention-deficit hyperactivity disorders, improved mental health,
and improved immune function, making them less vulnerable to allergies. Naturethemed play can range in size and scale.
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[Figure 13]: Potential Areas for Nature-Based Activities

5.4 Provide areas for people to learn about nature, wildlife, and the environment
In addition to nature-themed play areas, providing areas for children to learn and
explore the environment can have significant benefits to the community. Simple
installations such as interpretive signage and improved trail connections can provide
many opportunities to learn and explore. Outdoor classrooms, where appropriate,
should be included to facilitate larger groups and a more formal learning experience.
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02

Enhance ecological buffers

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Ecological buffers help protect sensitive areas and contribute to the health of the
community. Preserving areas for wildlife and enhancing buffers helps reduce pollution,
noise levels, and reduces the spread of invasive species. Ecological buffers are vital to
the health of Faribault’s water bodies and members of the community.

5.5 Expand riparian buffers along the Cannon and Straight Rivers
Riparian buffers have many ecological benefits including improved water quality,
biodiversity, and regional hydrological improvements. Where possible, expand these
vegetative areas and monitor their success.

5.6 Reduce underutlized lawn space where possible
Lawns have a significant negative impact on the environment. Many of the lawn spaces
in the parks and open areas can be reduced and converted to native plants such as tall
grass prairie or woodland mixes.

5.7 Conserve important/rare species, trees, plants, and wildlife
Faribault is home to several rare species of plants and wildlife and should be protected.
Development near these areas should be restricted and monitored for any negative
impacts.
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03

Improve the tree canopy in Faribault

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
The tree canopy has direct impacts on the air quality of a community and is proven to
improve mental health. With pests like the emerald ash borer jeopardizing the health
of the trees, continuing efforts to plant more trees and maintain existing ones is very
critical.

5.8 Utilize the parks, trails, and open space in Faribault to increase the tree
canopy
Trees help clean the air, reduce stormwater, beautify a community, provide shade and
reduce crime. The parks, trails, and open space are ideal areas to increase the tree
canopy. Where possible, plant more trees and continue to protect existing trees.
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04

Promote the natural amenities in the parks, trails, and
open space

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Faribault’s natural amenities are unique and a destination for many residents and
visitors. They should be celebrated and promoted. Highlighting and marketing these
assets can bring more people to Faribault and thus improve economic activity.

5.9 Promote River Bend Nature Center
River Bend Nature Center is the best kept secret in Faribault. With over 750 acres of
natural space and a robust trail system, it is a wonderful asset for the community. While
protecting this area is of high importance, the community should be promoting this park
as a way to draw people to the Faribault and the Downtown in particular.
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5.10 Promote access to the regional trails
The regional trails are another great way to draw visitors to Faribault. Promoting these
connections and attracting long-distance riders to the area will have many lasting
benefits. With the right amenities and infrastructure, Faribault could be known for being
the most bike-friendly town in southern Minnesota.

5.11 Develop nature-based excursions through Faribault
Many people who live in urban areas are looking for ways to connect with nature.
Developing nature-based programming and highlighting the natural assets in Faribault
could become an enhanced source of tourism for the community. Nature-based
excursions are becoming increasingly popular. Faribault’s rivers and natural spaces are
a great place to capitalize on these activities.
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GOAL 6:

Use a Sustainable Approach
to improve the ability to respond to events in the community

Using a sustainable approach to the operation, maintenance, and expansion of the
parks trails and open space is important because it helps the community to respond
to extreme events and improve the quality of life in Faribault. Using native plants,
existing geographical features, and preserving natural assets helps create spaces
that are not only beautiful but help Faribault be resilient to extreme climate conditions
and events, improve the physical and emotional health of the community, and
maintain a diverse ecology of plants and wildlife.

OBJECTIVES

01
02
03
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Relocate park facilities that are regularly subjected to flooding and
other natural events

Utilize innovative maintenance techniques to improve the quality of
natural spaces

Use the parks, trails, and open space as space for environmental
stewardship
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01

Relocate park facilities that are regularly subjected to
flooding and other natural events

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
It is not sustainable to continue to make costly repairs to park facilities that are in
locations not appropriate to their use. Where possible, they should be moved to more
suitable locations.

6.1 Move ball fields from Teepee Tonka Park to Prairie Ridge Park
Today, Teepee Tonka Park frequently experiences significant flooding issues that
require extensive repair. The ballfields should be moved to Prairie Ridge Park thus
allowing for more appropriate, stormwater-based facilities in Teepee Tonka Park.
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02

Utilize innovative maintenance techniques to improve
the quality of natural spaces

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Advances in technology have allowed for new, environmentally friendly and lower
cost ways to maintain parks, trails, and open space. While the parks today are wellmaintained, they require a significant amount of the City’s Park and Recreation
Department’s resources. Embracing these new techniques can help alleviate some
of the costs associated with maintenance and help make Faribault a more resilient
community.

6.2 Reduce pesticides for maintenance
While pesticides are useful in controlling weeds and pests, they have numerous
harmful impacts on wildlife, water quality, plants, and beneficial insects. The City
should continue to reduce the use of pesticides to continue to protect the environment
and long-term sustainability of the community.

6.3 Introduce prescribed grazing for goats to control invasive vegetation control
Goats are a unique and effective way to control invasive species in an ecologicallyfriendly way. Working with local providers, this maintenance technique should be used
where possible to control these species.

6.4 Develop stewardship agreements with local landowners
Many municipalities are beginning to utilize stewardship agreements with local
landowners as a way to partner and provide a greater impact. This voluntary
agreement empowers landowners to help maintain and manage the biodiversity and
natural assets in the community with the support of the City.
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6.5 Continue to strengthen partnerships with local organizations to improve the
environmental health of Faribault
Continuing to collaborate and encourage local groups such as GROW to participate
in the maintenance and implementation of this plan will help build stronger community
connections and create momentum for change. Local organizations are an important
factor to the success of this plan.

03

Use, the parks, trails, and open space for environmental
stewardship

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
Parks, trails, and open space are great places to protect the natural environment and
promote sustainable practices. Today, many areas do not promote conservation. This
plan outlines ways to improve the environmental health of Faribault within the park
system.

6.6 Increase stormwater capacity in the parks, trails, and open space
Increasing the stormwater capacity in the park system can make significant impacts
downstream. Where possible, areas for stormwater should be designed to be
aesthetically pleasing and help improve water quality through infiltration.

6.7 Add more pollinator plants
Including more areas for pollinators such as bee lawns, prairie, and flowering plants not
only help the bee population, but help beautify the community.
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